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The film studies the history sharing their ex-periences.
of racism and prejudice in the Rabbi Saul Leeman walked in
United States by focusing on the march from Selma to
“Strange Fruit,” penned in 1939 Montgomery with Dr. Martin
by Abel Meeropol, a Jewish Luther King, Jr.
Rabbi Leeman remembered
schoolteacher in the Bronx,
under the pseudonym Lewis sitting in a segregated train
station in Richmond, Virginia
Allen. It was originally pub
lished as a poem, but he later put and seeing the “abomination”
it to music and soon Billie of racism first-hand. He
Holiday was performing it at described the separate benches,
nightclubs. The lyrics were bathrooms, and water fountains
inspired by a photograph that as “such insanity, such cruelty,
Meeropol saw of a lynched such inhumanity.” Later, he
received a letter from Dr. King
black man.
Lynching had been going on asking him to take part in the
as early as the 1890s. In the march. “I felt as though I must
segregated South, it was a way go,” he said.
Rabbi Leeman spoke of his
for whites to “contain and
control a [black] community experiences during the march.
overstepping its political and
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The new suite-style residence hall is expected to be completed in time for the
Fall 2004 semester.

Suite building unveiled
large amount of work that has
been done on the new residence
hall. From the outside, one can
n September, 348 students see that the walls and gables
returning to Providence have been put up, with windows
College will be living in a installed.
Inside, the rooms have
new residence hall on
already been constructed.
lower campus, and even more
will be attending performances Entering a corner six-person
and taking classes in the new suite, one sees the common
Center for the Arts.
room to the left, with an area for
Most students, however, a counter and sink. There is also
know little about what these a location for a refrigerator and
buildings will look like. With microwave, both of which are
construction progressing daily, supplied with the room.
the construction site now offers
On the right, there is a
a preview of what these hallway with entrances to the
buildings will ultimately have to two bathrooms and three
offer students. The Cowl was bedrooms. According to Mark
given the opportunity to tour the F. Rapoza, Director of Business
buildings to see the unfinished Strategy, the bedrooms are
product.
slightly larger than those found
Many may have noticed the in Davis Hall, and are laid out

By Stephanie Barkus ’05
Asst. News Editor

I

to work around the furniture.
The four-person suites are
.similar to the six-person rooms,
with one less bedroom and
bathroom. Rapoza explained
that both the four and six-person
suites have the same size
common area, so students can
have “either more plumbing per
person or more square footage
per person.”
Where the two wings of the
building meet, there is a twostory high room with arched
windows that will be available
for groups to reserve.
Overlooking this room is the
second floor lounge. On the
remaining floors there will be
lounges with window seats,
Rapoza explained.
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Study abroad office: hindrance or help?
By Mallary Jean Tenore ’07
Senior News Staff

For many students interested
in studying abroad, the thrill of
traveling, sightseeing, and
possibly speaking another
language, is
STUDY invigorating.
ABROAD Before the ex
perience begins
however, an application process
must be completed - a prelim
inary step which some students
say needs improve-ment.
Liz Lindgren ’05, who
studied abroad at the University
of Granada in Spain last
summer, started looking into the
Providence College study abroad program at the beginning
of her sophomore year. After
finding it only offered two

locations in Spain, Lindgren
said she became interested in
exploring prog-rams affiliated
with other educational insti
tutions.
Providence College offers
the majority of its programs
through its affiliation with the
American Institute for Foreign
Study (AIFS). According to Dr.
Seana M. McGovern, Study
Abroad Program Coordinator
and Assistant Dean of
Undergraduate Studies, stu
dents can research abroad
opportunities through other
institutions if the PC-affiliated
programs do not suit the
academic needs and interests of
the student.
Lindgren, however, said that
although she expressed interest
in the non-affiliated programs,

the College’s study abroad
office discouraged her inquiry.
“They weren’t very helpful
in helping me find another
program other than AIFS,” said
Lindgren. “I found that they
weren’t very supportive of
different programs. You can do
it, they just really push AIFS.”
Lindgren, a social work
major and Spanish minor, said
that since she was not
encouraged to look into other
programs, she decided to utilize
those offered by the AIFS. Her
experience abroad was worth
the initial complications
however, as she was able to
immerse herself in the Spanish
culture and practice speaking
the language.

COURTESY OF JIM MORRISON '05

Plaza de Espana in Seville, Spain. Jim Morrison ’05
went abroad during the Fall 2003 semester through the
College’s study abroad program.
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News Briefs
Neighborhood clean-up
projects top Congress
meeting agenda
On Monday, March 15, Student
Congress held its weekly meeting. The
Strategic Planning Committee, which
was formed to develop initiatives to
improve the College and its image,
distributed copies of its progress report
to the Congress.
The report outlines 63 goals and
objectives, as well as progress that has
been made in reaching these initiatives,
and is open to the entire Providence
College community for review.
A newsletter about PC students’
neighborhood clean-up projects is in the
works to inform local residents of
student contributions to the surrounding
neighborhood.
At the meeting held on Monday,
March 22, Congress discussed upcoming
events such as an “Underground Open
Mic Night” on March 30 in the basement
of Fennell Hall. Acts can include music,
comedy routines, and poetry readings.
A “Historical and Contemporary Tour
of Fennell” is tentatively scheduled for
April 14. The Congress also discussed
proposing evaluations of tenured

professors, an initiative that is already
being considered by the administration.
Members of Congress announced
potential changes in the cable television
offerings as early as next semester.
—Erin Ellingsen ’07

PC Graduate program
founder honored
Rev. C.P. Forster, O.P., founder of the
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
was honored at the Memorial Historical
Symposium last Saturday, March 20, in
Feinstein Center. The all-day event
included speakers, panels, and
presentations by students. It concluded
with a memorial Mass at 4:30 p.m. in
St. Dominic Chapel.
The symposium commemorated the
40th anniversary of the founding of the
school, which now has over 1000
students enrolled. The symposium also
came after the tenth anniversary of Fr.
Forster’s death.
“Those who knew [Forster] loved
him,” said history professor Dr. Donna
T. McCaffrey, chair of the symposium
committee. She and her committee of
eight organized the symposium, which
they started planning back in December,

shortly after the tenth anniversary of Fr.
Forster’s death on Nov. 18, 1993. The
event was well-attended by family and
friends of Fr. Forster, as well as by
Providence College faculty and many of
Fr. Forster’s former students.
The opening remarks were given by
Dr. Thomas F. Flaherty, Forster’s student
in 1960 and now the Dean of Graduate
Studies. Flaherty spoke of Fr. Forster’s
“enthusiasm, concern, energy, and
positive attitude,” which still inspires
him today. “Not a day goes by that Fr.
Forster’s memory does not guide the
actions of the Graduate Program,” he
said.
Another former student, Dr. Patrick
Conley, a former professor, said he owes
much to Fr. Forster. He persuaded
Conley, a history major, to go on to
graduate school, writing a letter of
recommendation and basically filling out
the application for him as well. Conley
was accepted by Notre Dame on a
scholarship and came back to PC as the
youngest full professor in the History
Department. With Fr. Forster’s death in
1993, Conley retired. “When he went, I
went,” Conley said.
Current PC students also attended the
symposium to give fifteen to twentyminute presentations on a variety of

historical topics, from as early as eighth
century Spain up to the Civil War. “We
wrote papers for our history class and
our professor [McCaffrey] asked us if we
would like to present them,” said Sara
Schepis ’04, whose paper was on St.
Hildegard of Bingen.
While Fr. Forster was at one time
chairman of the Department of History,
he held many other positions at PC as
well. These included Executive Vice
President, Acting President, Assistant
Chaplain, and Hall Director.
“He connected with the students on
many different levels,” said Rev. Thomas
Ertle, O.P., assistant chaplain at PC.
These two men forged a strong
relationship when Fr. Ertle first came to
PC in 1978. In his speech, Fr. Ertle gave
insights into the Dominican aspects of
Fr. Forster. He found Fr. Forster to have
a commanding, quiet presence and to be
someone who seemed to be truly at peace
with God.
Fr. Ertle spoke about the need for
Dominicans to balance prayer life and
their activities, not shutting oneself off
from the world but also not throwing
oneself into activities so much that God
is neglected. “No one [balanced] that
better than Fr. Forster,” Fr. Ertle said.
—Jen Jarvis ’07

Campus Calendar for March 26 - April 1
Submit events at kcarr04@providence.edu

28 Friday

26 Friday
9 a.m.—4 p.m.

9 a.m.—4 p.m.
Faculty Art Show
until April 2 in HuntCa\anagh Gallery.

Faculty Art Show
until April 2 in HuntCavanagh Gallery.

4 p.m. ‘Basically

7 p.m. Hip Hop Show 2 p.m. “Dancing at

Beethoven Concert”
in Guzman Hall
Chapel, sponsored
by the Music
Department.

in ’64 Hall. Spon
sored by the AfricanAmerican Society.

9 a.m.—4 p.m.
Faculty Art Show
until April 2 in HuntCavanagh Gallery.

uesday
' 9 a.m.—4 p.m.
Faculty Art Show
until April 2 in HuntCavanagh Gallery.

9 a.m.—4 p.m.
Faculty Art Show
until April 2 in HuntCavanagh Gallery.

6 p.m. Macy’s
recruiting session in
the Career Services
Office.

6 p.m. ABF Freight

Lughnasa” in
Blackfriars Theatre.

Systems recruiting
session in Career
Services Office.

8 p.m. HBO in
8 p.m. “Dancing at

McPhail’s.

Lughnasa” in
8 p.m. Senior Night Blackfriars Theatre.
in McPhail’s.
8 p.m. Junior Night in
8 p.m. “Dancing at McPhail’s.
Lughnasa” in .
Blackfriars Theatre.

7 p.m. The Cowl
7 p.m. Election
Information Session hiring session in
for Student Congress Slavin Glass Room.
in Slavin G-19.
8 p.m. Poker Night in
McPhail’s, sponsored
by Coffeehouse.

Saturday

5 Thursday
9 a.m.—4 p.m.

9 a.m.—4 p.m.

Faculty Art Show
Faculty Art Show
until April 2 in Hunt- until April 2 in HuntCavanagh Gallery.
Cavanagh Gallery.

11 a.m. Women’s Art
Show in Slavin
Lower Level.
Sponsored by Art
Club and Women
Will.

3 p.m. Summer Job
Search Steps in
Slavin G-29.
Sponsored by Career
Planning and
Internships.

29 M
onday

7 p.m. Panel Discus
sion: Race Relations
at PC in ’64 Hall.
Sponsored by SOAR.

7 p.m. “Thursday
Night Film Series,” in
Moore Hall I.
Sponsored by DWC.

Wednesday

Security Butter

March 10
2:50 p.m. Cunningham Hall: Drug violation- drug paraphernalia
confiscated
March 14
7:16 p.m. St. Joseph’s Hall: Burglary - computer tower stolen.
March 16
2 JO p.m. St. Joseph's Hall; Alcohol violation - paraphernalia
confiscated.

March 17
6.28 p.m. Schneider Arena: Medical aid - student ill; transported to
hospital.
I 6:28 p.m. Aquinas Hall: Fire alarms malfunctioned. Providence Fire
responded; system reset.
I 6:53 p.m. Raymond Hall; Disorderly conduct - student behaving in a
i disorderly manner.
| March 18
1:42 a.m. Guzman Hall; Medical aid - Student intoxicated; transported to
hospital.
1:42 a.m. St. Joseph's Hall: Disturbance- person annoyed.

2:32 a.m. McDermott Hall: Medical aid - student intoxicated; transported
to hospital.
2:32 a.m. Guzman Hall: Burglary - items stolen from EMT’s medical box.
4:54 p m. Alumni Hall: Medical aid - student ill, transported to hospital.
11:40 p.m. St. Joseph's Hall: Disturbance - person annoyed.

9:11 a.m. Meagher Hall. Alcohol violation »alcohol confiscated
3:46 p.m. McVinney Hall: Harassment -student harassed.
6:44 p.m. Aquinas Hall: Fire alarms malfunctioned - Providence Fire
responded; system reset.
11:23 p.m. Davis Hall: Medical aid - Student til; not transported to hospital

March 20
1.25 a.m. Construction site: Disorderly conduct - students behaving in a
disorderly manner.
9:45 a.m. Davis Halt: Fire alarms activated by pull station. Providence
Fire responded, system reset.
5;47
Raymond Hall: Alcohol violation - alcohol confiscated.
March 21
1:03 p.m. Huxley Avenue: Burglary • vehicle stolen.
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Civil Rights: Activists share personal stories
continued from front page
He said that it was like a big family as
they marched into history, made up of
mostly clergy and college students. “At
one point it started raining, a hard,
driving rain. But we didn’t stop, we just
sang louder,” he said.
Afterwards, activists went around to
the houses of African-American families
encouraging them to register to vote.
Blacks fearfully allowed these white
men in business suits into their homes.
At first the activists did not get good
results, but they soon learned to take off
their jackets and ties and show that they
were allies, not authority figures to be
feared.
They were not welcomed by the white
majority, either. The protesters were
called “damn Yankees” and “Negro
lovers,” with “mispronunciations, of
course, on the first two syllables,” Rabbi
Leeman added. It seemed that everyone
knew who the activists were just by
looking at them. One of the activists was
shot and killed during the protest.
Some Southerners, however, did
support the civil rights movement.
Rabbi Leeman told of a night that he
went into town with a friend for dinner
the owner, recognizing them as activists,
immediately closed the empty store,
ushered them into a back room and
served them a six-course meal, all the
while thanking them for their work. He
refused to charge them for the food, and
when they were finished he led them to
a back door so that they could exit safely.
It was dangerous to publicly support
the civil rights movement in the South,
the owner said, but he did support it, and
secretly donated money to the cause.
Rabbi Leeman noted parallels
between the Jewish history and the

African-American predicament: every
Passover, the Jews remind themselves
that their people were once enslaved in
Egypt and that they should have
compassion for those who are oppressed.

At one point it started raining, a
hard, driving rain. But we
didn’t stop, we just sang louder.

Rabbi Saul Leeman
Dr. Ellen Salvatore, associate
professor of social work at the College,
also ventured to the violent South during
the sixties. The circumstances became
so unstable during her Itay that the
president of her college called her
parents and informed them that the
situation was too dangerous and that the
school could no longer sponsor the trip
to Mississippi; the students were on their
own. They unanimously agreed to stay,
though, and while working to register
black voters in Selma, she was teargassed and witnessed a protester being
beaten by Mississippi state policemen.
When asked whether racism has
declined in the past few decades, Rabbi
Leeman said that “we’ve made progress,
but have a long way to go before
elimination all racism.” Salvatore said
that the “visible things are gone, but
institutionally and personally there’s still
an issue.”
One member of the audience
questioned whether racism is part of
human nature. Both speakers believe
that it is a result of nurture, rather than
nature. “We teach hatred very well in
our society,” said Salvatore. Rabbi
Leeman agreed: “Prejudice is being
taught at the dinner table.”

KRISTIN ELLIS '05/The Cowl

Civil rights activists shared their stories following the film.
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Construction: New initiatives begin to take shape
continued from front page
A study lounge and laundry
room will be located on the
ground floor, along with offices
for the hall director and resident
assistants.
Rapoza said that furnishings
in the suites will be similar to
those in the apartments. The
beds, however, will be put
together differently, so the
bedspring can be adjusted to
different heights.
The exterior appearance of
the building, meanwhile, is
designed to work with
surrounding buildings, such as
Howley and Fennell Halls,
rather than to be exact copies of
Davis and Bedford Halls.
Unlike the two apartment
buildings, the detail of the each
gable has a cross on it.
The architectural design of
the Center for the Arts, likewise,
incorporates some aspects of
Harkins Hall, said Rapoza.
Currently, the outside wall of
the Center for the Arts is
missing, though other parts of
the building have been
constructed. Right now, one can
stand where the lobby will
eventually be and see the
theater.
The theater, which will
accommodate 277 to 285
people, will be replacing
Blackfriars Theatre, located in
Harkins. According to Rapoza,
Blackfriars will be incorporated
into state of the art meeting and
conference rooms.
To the right of the lobby is
the concert hall. The hall will
hold the same number as the
theater, but, unlike the theater,

has a balcony as well as a
different seating arrangement.
The art gallery lies to the
right of the lobby. Following
the hallway past the gallery, one
can see what will become a
black box theater, used for
smaller performances, and a
dance studio.
There will also be five
classrooms and a music library
in the Center for the Arts. St.
Catherine of Siena Hall, which
currently contains music
classrooms, will be renovated
so it can become the new
location of the philosophy and
theology departments, Rapoza
said.
Recently, the College has
focused on increasing security
at the construction site, which
could be dangerous if entered
by students. According to
Rapoza, there are surveillance
cameras and security guards
patrolling the site, in order to
keep students away from the
buildings.
“Once the weather starts
getting better, curiosity is going
to start taking hold,” he said of
students’ interest in viewing the
buildings.
Recently, an accident oc
curred at the construction site.
Rapoza said that a worker from
the Eagle Cornice Company
who was working on the roof
lost his footing while trans
ferring from the scaffolding to
the roof. He fell about 60 feet
and was taken to Rhode Island
Hospital, and was released the
next day.
“Thankfully, he’s fine,”
Rapoza said of the worker who
fell.

KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl

Clockwise from above, the
new suite-style residence hall
will have an architectural
design which feature crosses
at the top of each gable.
Mark Rapoza points out
several features of the
Performing Arts Center.
Below, the Center for the
Arts will feature a 270+
capacity theatre that will
feature an orchestra pit and
a movable stage.

KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl

While construction of the
buildings is eight or nine days
behind schedule, Rapoza said
the days will likely be made up
as the weather improves, and
they are as close to schedule as
they could expect to be.
When the buildings are
finished, the parking in front of
Fennell Hall will be relocated,
and grass will be planted in the
area. Anew intramural softball
field will also be put in between
the new residence hall and Glay
Field.
KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl
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Study: Policies pose problems for students
continued from front page
“I had a great time and I loved it, but
it didn’t have anything to do with what
PC did for me,” she said. “It would just
help if they were more open-minded with
different programs.”
Providence College offers 14
universities in 11 countries through its
affiliation with AIFS. According to
McGovern, for the 2003-2004 year there
are 98 students participating in 24
programs in ten countries.
“Most recently, Ireland, Italy,
England, and Spain have been popular
choices for PC students,” she said.
Other colleges in Rhode Island, such
as Brown University, encourage students
to take advantage of non-affiliated
programs.
“We have 532 students studying
abroad and about half of those students
are using our 23 programs,” said Kristin
Moritc, the director of the office of
international programs at Brown
University.
Study abroad program coordinators
at Roger Williams University and the
University of Rhode Island (URI) said
students have the option of looking into
non-affiliated programs, but most choose

KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/Tlie Cowl

The study abroad office, located in
Harkins Hall, 3rd floor.
not to.
Gretchen Whitney ’05, who studied
abroad at Macquarie University in
Sydney, Australia from July - December
of last semester, said she initially wanted

to explore non-affiliated programs, but
did not follow through because the
application process would have required
more time.
Whitney said that while in Australia,
the abroad program was very
accommodating when she ran into some
difficulties pre-registering for courses.
“They were really helpful and they kept
in touch with me until I had the
information I needed,” she said.
Overall Whitney said she was pleased
with the program, but said she wishes
she had had more guidance during the
application process.
“The program needs to be easier and
more straightforward; there needs to be
more options,” she said. “Maybe they
could send you information about what
to look for when you go abroad or put
you in contact with other people who
have gone abroad.”
Universities such as Brown offer peer
counseling sessions in which students
interested in going abroad can interact
with students who have already engaged
in the experience.
Another factor to consider before
going abroad is the cost of room and
board. When students leave for the
semester, they are still required to pay

for room and board unless they
voluntarily overcrowd or find a
replacement, meaning that they room
with someone else who is going abroad
the opposite semester. Should they
choose to find a replacement, the
students can split the cost of room and
board fees.
Rev. Kenneth Sicard O.P., Dean of
Residence Life, said he strongly
encourages students to consider one of
these two options.
“If students lived off campus they
wouldn’t be able to find housing for half
a year, and since we generate so much
money from room costs, we really can’t
have empty beds,” said Sicard. “This is
done in the fairness of all students. If
those students going abroad did not pay
for housing, then that becomes a kind of
subsidized housing issue.”
Students at Brown University and
Roger Williams University also have to
pay room and board fees when going
abroad. Students at public institutions
such as URI however, only have to pay
a fee of about $500 for the semester,
which consists partially of an admissions
fee.
Another monetary issue that
sometimes arises when students go
abroad is the carrying over of
scholarships and grants. PC students
studying abroad cannot receive financial
aid while they are away. In contrast,
Brown, Roger Williams, and URI allow
students to continue receiving financial
assistance.
Despite heightened terrorist attacks
following the tragedies of Sept. 11,2001,
the number of students studying abroad
has remained steady, and in some cases,

The program needs to be easier
and more straightforward; there
needs to be more options.
Gretchen Whitney ’05

increased.
A Nov. 17, 2003 New York Times
article reports that according to the
Institute of International Education,
more than 77,000 students participate in
foreign-study programs each year. This
is a 463 percent increase from 1985. The
number of students who spent a semester
or a quarter of a semester abroad rose
167 percent from 1985 to 82,000.
McGovern said that despite global
terrorism attacks, participation in the
program has not suffered.
“The number of students who study
abroad has remained steady despite
international political issues,” she said.
“Students have not come to the office
with particular safety concerns since
[Sept. 11] 2001.”
Gina Lopardo, study abroad
coordinator at Roger Williams, said the
number of students going abroad has
steadily increased throughout the past
few years.
“September 11 precipitated quite a bit
of concern among students and parents,”
said Lopardo. “I haven’t gotten any
contacts regarding the bombings (in
Spain) though, which is kind of strange
to me.”
URI study abroad coordinator Tom
Hospod said, “Participation in the
program has definitely increased even
with the terrorism and the political
situations.”
Some students interested in going
abroad in the future said that the terrorist
attacks would not hinder their decision.
“I know it would be a concern but
it’s something that you can’t let control
your life,” said Crystal Bozigian ’07.
“You have to keep living and that means
not living in fear.”
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Press prevarication goes public
by

Matthew Sullivan ’06
World Staff

According to a preliminary investi
gation released by USA Today last Fri
day, Jack Kelley, a writer for the paper,
fabricated stories and quotes in numer
ous articles he has
MEDIA written in recent
years. The report
was researched by
three editors outside of USA Today and
seven reporters within the paper.
Kelley, 43, a 21-year veteran of the
paper and a five-time Pulitzer Prize fi
nalist, was one of USA Today’s leading
correspondents. In January, Kelley re
signed after admitting that he encour
aged a translator to lie to editors who
were attempting to confirm a story.
However, up until the day before the

report was published, Kelley maintained
his innocence on all other issues. “I’ve
never fabricated or plagiarized anything...
I feel like I’m being set up,” he said in an
interview with the investigators.
The findings of the report maintain
that Kelley manufactured quotes, pur
loined quotes from other sources with
out giving credit, and claimed to have
observed events he could not have seen.
On at least eight major stories, signifi
cant parts of Kelley’s reporting were un
true and he made up quotes in many other
articles. For example, portions of Kelley’s
stories on Palestinian suicide bombers,
for which he was nominated for a Pulitzer
Prize, are believed to be made up. A quo
tation from a young Pakistani who
pointed to a picture of the Sears Tower
and said, “This one is mine,” was also
found to be false.

The scandal comes less than a year
after the Jayson Blair scandal that
rocked The New York Times and brought
down its top two editors. Blair similarly
was found to have stolen information
from other sources and fabricated sto
ries and datelines writing many of his
stories from his apartment in Brooklyn.
Last week, Blair released his own book,
Burning Down My Master’s House,
which provides his account of the fi
asco.
Both scandals will likely shake the
public’s acceptance of the media. Some
have questioned how such falsities
could have passed by editorial over
sight. USA Today publisher, Craig
Moon, took responsibility for Kelley’s
fabrications saying, “As an institution,
we failed our readers by not recogniz
ing Jack Kelley’s problems. For that I

apologize.”
Others at USA Today wondered if
Kelley was not watched closely enough
because he was pushed along by editors.
“There is a fairly strong feeling that
someone at a fairly high level has to be
held accountable for all this,” said one
reporter for the paper. Such accusations
were also made about Blair who was
seen to have been promoted by favor
able editors even while others questioned
his work.
John Seigenthaler, an investigator and
a founding editor of USA Today, reflected
a similar sentiment, saying, “I'm not sure
we know enough about how the natural
checks failed and how the gatekeepers
missed it, particularly in light of some
complaints that had come in.”
Sources: USA Today, AP, Washington
Post

college news Brown investigates ties to slavery
by Jill Szaro

World Staff ’05

In an attempt to come to a clearer
understanding of its past, Brown Uni
versity is embarking on a two-year re
search project to determine its ties to
the Colonial slave trade. Appointed by
Brown University President Ruth J.
Simmons, herself a great-granddaugh
ter of slaves and the first black presi
dent of an Ivy League college, the com
mittee will examine its early ties to sla
very and determine whether Brown has
an obligation to make amends for these
connections.
As to why Brown is taking this un
precedented step, Simmons said,
“We’re trying to cope with our legacy.

Weekly Spotlight

by

Things don’t get better because we ig
nore them.” The committee, comprised
of 15 faculty members, students and ad
ministrators, plans to bring speakers to
campus to discuss slave reparations, ex
amine how other societies have dealt with
their past, and determine Rhode Island
and Brown’s links to slavery in the
1700s.
The founder of Brown University,
Rev. James Manning freed his only slave
but accepted donations from slave trad
ers and slave owners, including the
Brown family of Providence. The Brown
family was comprised of both abolition
ists and slave traders. While Moses
Brown and Nicholas Brown Jr. were ar
dent abolitionists, John Brown, who paid
for half the cost of the school’s first li

Donald Trump

Kathryn Treadway

Asst. World Editor

Bom a third generation businessman,
Donald Trump is the modern-day real
ization of the American self-made man.
Brought into the world June 14, 1946
in New York, N.Y., Trump inherited his
father’s skill of recognizing a good deal
in real estate.
After graduating from a military
academy, Trump studied finance at Uni
versity of Pennsylvania’s Wharton
School. After graduation, Trump re
turned to where he was raised in Queens,
NY. Aware of the limited opportunities
he would incur if he remained there, “the
Donald,” practically broke, headed to
Manhattan and toward the realization of
his dreams.
During the 1980s, Trump managed
to achieve status as a top-notch real es
tate mogul acquiring buildings such as
Trump Tower on Fifth Ave, Trump Parc,
the Plaza Hotel, and the New Jersey
Generals. He also broke into the casino
business in both Atlantic City, as well
as transportation with Trump Shuttle
airline.
■ Trump’s successful billion-dollar
empire crumbled in 1990 when he was
forced to declare bankruptcy for over
$2 million in bank loans he was unable
to pay. Although he seemed to have a
knack for business, Trump ignored the

brary, was a merchant as well as a slave
trader who used his ships to transport
slaves. John Brown was the first Rhode
Islander prosecuted under the federal
Slave Trade Act of 1794 and had to give
up his slave ship.
An important goal of the Brown Uni
versity committee is to try to explain
this history to the students. According
to Committee Chair James Campbell,
“When Americans think of slavery, they
think of the South and cotton fields.
The fact is that slavery existed in all 13
colonies. Rhode Island was the epicen
ter of the trans-Atlantic slave trade.”
Although the possibility of slave
reparations has caught the attention of
the media, the committee is attempting
to look at a number of options, not just

CNN

key rule — reduce prices when you have
competitors. Trump had competitors but
raised prices. This resulted in the loss of
most of his holdings to bank creditors,
but miraculously Trump recouped from
his losses, inching his way back to the
top by the end of the 1990s. Never miss
ing a chance to endorse a money-mak
ing enterprise, Trump wrote a book about
his return aptly titled, The Art of the
Comeback.
Trump’s entertainment industry en
deavors are just as impressive as the rest
of his repertoire. He is executive pro
ducer of Miss USA and producer of the
Miss Universe pageant as well. He has

made appearances in such television
shows as Fresh Prince of Bel-Air and
Roseanne and movies including Home
Alone 2: Lost in New York and Celeb
rity. Trump’s most recent success has
been the new NBC television show The
Apprentice, where enterprising young
individuals vie to become the head of a
Trump company for a one year term.
Being a top businessman in America
did not satiate Trump who in 1999 an
nounced he was considering a run for
President in 2000 as a Reform Party
candidate. His first choice for a Vice
Presidential running mate would have
been Oprah Winfrey, but Trump did not
run. His decision may be evidenced in
his The Art of the Comeback, where he
states he would not make a good Presi
dent for two reasons — he would have
problems shaking people’s hands (as he
is a germophobe), and he is honest.
NBC’s cast biography sums up
Trump’s lifewell. “Donald J. Trump is
the very definition of the American suc
cess story, continually setting the stan
dards of excellence while expanding his
interests in real estate, gaming, sports,
and entertainment. He is the archetypal
businessman - a deal maker without
peer and an ardent philanthropist.”
Whatever he takes on next, we may be
assured that Trump will claw for that
extra inch as he always has.
Sources: AskMen, NBC, CNN

financial compensation, as a solution for
its past. According to Campbell, “the
committee is going to learn about the
range of different approaches to ques
tions of historical injustice. Monetary
reparations seem to be the model...but
if you look across the world and you
look across time, there are a variety of
different ways that societies have at
tempted to confront legacies of histori
cal injustice and move forward...we
should learn from those.”
The committee is slated to publish
its findings as to how Brown Univer
sity can come to terms with its ambigu
ous past in the spring of 2006.
Sources: The Brown Daily Herald
(campus newspaper), The Providence
Journal, The Washington Post

ODDLY
ENOUGH

Educational value of
“The Apprentice”
Many consider reality television to be
the antithesis of academic activity. Yet
NBC’s The Apprentice may be an excep
tion. The University of Washington is
offering a course called “Management
Lessons From The Apprentice."
Course lecturer Laura Schildkraut
said that the students will write propos
als based on the show and discuss what
they would do in a similar situtation. She
said that just sitting down and watching
the show does not have the same educa
tional value, saying the show is “not a
Harvard Business School case study,”
she said.
Some contend that the backstabbing
and manipulation that goes on in the
show is not an accurate portrayal of the
business world. The Apprentice, which
airs Thursday nights on NBC, is one of
the highest-rated television shows.
Many can’t get enough of Trump’s infa
mous line, “You’re fired.” Yet Trump
himself argues that the show has more
than entertainment value. “You know
who is watching more than anybody?”
Trump asked USA Today, “Wall Street.
They’re going nuts over the show.”
Meanwhile, the students at the Uni
versity of Washington are eager to learn
from the show. Eighty students have
signed up for the two sections offered in
the April-May semester and many more
have been placed on a waiting list.
Sources: Seattle Times, USA Today
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Week in Review
Compiled by Peter Smith ’04

Local:

R.I. Senate Debates Gay Marriage
On Wednesday, two bills, one on
each side of the gay-marriage issue
were scheduled for hearings by the
Rhode Island State Senate Judiciary
Committee. The hearings come in the
wake of nearby Massachusetts’ high
court ruling it unconstitutional to pro
hibit same-sex marriages.
One of the bills would define mar
riage as strictly between a man and a
woman, while the other would allow
same-sex couples to marry. Both
would amend current Rhode Island
state law, but neither would affect the
state constitution. Supporters and op
ponents were scheduled to talk at the
hearings.

National:
Bush criticized for intelligence

failures
On Monday, Richard Clarke, a
former top counterterrorism official,
criticized the Bush administration for
failing to take al-Qaeda as a serious
threat prior to the Sept. 11, attacks.
Clarke says that Bush was preoccupied
with invading Iraq. Political consult

ants and analysts say Clarke’s charges are
especially damaging because they con
firm claims made by other policy insid
ers.
Before Clarke, there were charges by
former Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neil
who said that President Bush began lay
ing the groundwork for an invasion of
Iraq as soon as he took office. Former
weapons inspector David Kay asserted
that Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction
—a major premise for the invasion of Iraq
—probably did not exist. Earlier this
month former UN weapons inspector
Hans Blix accused Bush and British
Prime Minister Tony Blair of exaggerat
ing the threat Iraq posed in order to win
political support for the war. These
claims have come at a bad time for Bush
who finds himself in a close presidential
campaign.

Pump prices hit all-time high
The American Automobile Association
reports that average gas prices reached
an all-time high on Tuesday. According
to the survey of more than 60,000 gas
stations, the nationwide average for regu
lar gas reached $1,738 per gallon, up a
tenth of a cent from the previous high

recorded in the summer of 2003. Al
though this number is an all-time high
in nominal terms, it is still significantly
less than the inflation adjusted peak of
2.94 reached in 1981. It also falls well
short of the standard prices seen in Eu
ropean countries. A government report
on Monday predicted prices would rise
to an average of $1.83 in the months of
April and May and then peak over the
summer when Americans usually do the
most driving.

FDA warns of drug risks
The Food and Drug Administration is
sued an advisory to drug companies on
Monday urging them to put warning la
bels on popular antidepressant medicines
including Paxil, Zoloft, and Luvox. The
labels are supposed to alert consumers
and doctors to watch for suicidal tenden
cies, hostility, and agitation in patients
taking the drugs.
The agency said it does not know
whether the medications, which include
several drugs known as selective sero
tonin uptake inhibitors (SSRI) are re
sponsible for reported side effects like
restlessness, agitation and suicidal
thoughts in some people. Officials said

they are drawing greater attention to
known warning information while a
team of outside researchers probe more
deeply into the possible risks.

International:

Hamas replaces slain leader
The militant Palestinian organization
Hamas wasted little time in choosing a
new leader on Tuesday, one day after the
assassination of its leader and founder
Sheik Ahmed Yassin. Yassin’s succes
sor, Abdel Aziz Rantissi, is considered
to be a hardliner who rejects the notion
of compromising with Israel over the oc
cupied territories of the West Bank and
Gaza Strip.
The assassination of Yassin was
meant to send a message to Palestinian
militants that Israel will not tolerate acts
of terror against its people. However,
Rantissi and other senior Hamas officials
seemed unphased by their leader’s death
and vowed to press for more attacks
against Israel. The coup, which was in
tended to weaken Hamas’ resolve, may
actually attract more young Palestinians.
Sources: Reuters, Washington Post,
Christian Science Monitor

Ask
DC
Should Congress ap
prove an amendment
defining marriage as
strictly between a man
and a woman?
“Activist courts have left the
people with one recourse. If
we’re to prevent the meaning
of marriage from being
changed forever, our nation
must enact a constitutional
amendment to protect mar
riage in America.”
Pres. George W. Bush

“I think what ought to condi
tion this debate is not the term
‘marriage’ as much as the
rights that people are af
forded. Obviously under the
Constitution you need equal
protection under the law. And
I think equal protection means
the rights that go with it.”
Democratic presidential
candidate Sen. John F. Kerry
(Mass.)

“How does the fact that I or
someone else wants to ex
press love for another human
being in the same way as the
overwhelming majority of
my heterosexual friends and
relatives.. .hurt you?”

Rep. Barney Frank (D-

Sources: New York Times, National
Public Radio, CNN
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The makings of a
university at PC?
By Stephanie Pietros ’04
Commentary Staff

Spring means outdoors, but not at PC
by

Chris Ackley ’06

Commentary Staff

“Softball isn’t just a game, it’s
away of life”. I found this quotation
at the official web-site of the
Petaluma Sluggers, an over 40 men’s
softball team from
California. Not
CAMPUS
only are the Slug
gers three time re
cipients of the Sandy “Softball”
Brinckerhoff award for dedication to
stirrups, but the Petaluma nine can
also proudly boast of having the
world’s most expansive collection of
softball quotes. Sadly, out of 830
softball quotes (not including a sepa
rate page of softball sayings) this
grammatically incorrect quip posted
by “Dan” was the most coherent
statement I could find that didn’t in
clude a racial slur.
Strangely enough, Dan’s state
ment could prove painfully true as
this spring men’s intramural softball
is in serious jeopardy. Last year the
diamond on lower campus housed all
the men’s softball games. Despite a
noticeably short left field porch - the
Achilles heel of my team, the light
hitting Bad News Bears - the season
went off without a hitch. However,
in the latest installment of a disturb
ing trend on campus, that green space
has been deleted. The concrete
frames of the new dorm and arts cen
ter sit in its stead. It may seem insig
nificant, but losing that particular
field has had huge ramifications in
the recreational habits of many stu
dents. Of course, the Quad or Slavin
lawn are fine for tossing a Frisbee or

Ask many people the academic reasons for their
decision to apply to and attend Providence College,
and they will inevitably respond: its small size,
accessible professors, and traditional liberal arts
curriculum. The recent creation
ACADEMIC of a Division of Business
LIFE Administration by the Board of
Trustees serves as the
overarching administrative structure to attain
national accreditation for the business program and
potentially threatens what many consider, and what
PC itself touts, as these defining features of our
school.
The negative potential that the creation of this
division holds for PC as a liberal arts institution
seems rather obvious. Though the present division
does not appear to have a great deal of autonomy
from the rest of the College, as the director will
report to the Vice President for Academic
Administration as directors of other programs (i.e.
Liberal Arts Honors Program) must, it certainly sets
the precedent for a more autonomous school of
business in the future. An autonomous school of
business could potentially provide the impetus for
curricular changes within the core curriculum for
business students, an obvious threat to the liberal
arts.
Perhaps even more alarmingly, it could create
division among the faculty, which is a danger
especially if PC is to remain a small school (and
given the lack of land with which to expand physical
facilities, it seems this is likely at least for a good
while). A highly desirable potential member of the
business faculty may have to be recruited from the
private sector, and thus will need a greater financial
incentive to teach. Additionally, it is likely that
many will retain jobs in the private sector, resulting
in less time and desire to be available to students as
well as to participate fully in the life of the College
by serving on committees, etc. That which presently
makes PC a desirable institution and indeed that
which is the hallmark of the liberal arts institution
in general—an involved faculty—is threatened by
by Leslie Nevola ’06
the very different expectations which could arise
for faculty. Additionally, the presence of such
Commentary Staff
different expectations for faculty at a small school
While the world focuses on the
can hardly be beneficial to faculty morale in
threats of Iraq and North Korea, a
traditional liberal arts disciplines.
It has been suggested that PC is practically a country that has been repressing its
university now, as unofficial divisions seem to exist. citizens for more than 50 years has
managed to slip
Unlike a school like Holy Cross, which does not
even offer any business classes, PC already has a
under the radar.
strong presence of “professional” majors, namely
That country is
business and education. Instead, the problem with
China — the
the creation of the new division is the “inability of most populous country in the world
the school to be clear, honest, and open” about its — yet one of the most backward and
goals and the direction which it sees the school to tyrannical. Certain occurrences over
be moving in (that of a university), according to the past few months provide proof
Dr. Joseph Cammarano, Assistant Professor of that China is still a country to watch
Political Science and member of the Board of and fear, even more so because the
Trustees Committee on Academic Affairs. To country’s actions are hardly ever
Cammarano, naming the new division a division called into question these days. But
and not a school is a matter of mere semantics, the story of the oppression carried
out by the Chinese government has
because PC is already a university.
Importantly, the creation of a division and not a never ended; it has simply become
school of business means that the new division still quieter, which makes it all the more
falls under the jurisdiction of the Office of Academic sinister.
The story of Wang Youcai, a
Administration. Nonetheless, Cammarano’s
dissident
who was imprisoned
contention that the school’s inability to be open is
troubling holds true. The school is moving in the because of support for democracy,
direction of creating a university, while at the same provides just a glimpse into the
time alleging that the traditional liberal arts structure injustices still perpetrated by the
of the College can and will remain intact, but Chinese government. Wang Youcai
without any acknowledgement of the potential has spent the last six years of his life
dangers.
in a Chinese jail cell. According to
Dr. Teodros Getachew, Assistant Professor of The Providence Journal and The
Management and Special Assistant for the Sacramento Bee, the pro-Democracy
accreditation process, believes that PC’s business dissident, now 38, was sentenced to
programs can be truly unique precisely because of an 11-year jail term in 1998 for
the liberal arts, however. Because the goals which founding the Chinese Democratic
an institution sets for itself as part of the Party. Youcai had previously served
accreditation process are self-defined, Getachew a year in jail for his involvement in
believes that PC does not have to go the standard helping to organize the Tiananmen
route of creating an autonomous school of business, Square student protests in 1989.
like those at other institutions. Getachew proposes Youcai, who arrived in Rhode Island
that a “focused and consistent leadership” of the about two weeks'ago as a free man,
spent his first night in America
BUSINESS PROGRAM/Page 9
sleeping on a couch because the bed

having a catch, but obtrusive trees
and walkways makes playing any
kind of organized game nearly im
possible. More often than not, spon
taneous pick-up games on Glay
Field are broken up by security and
any actual teams - like soccer and
lacrosse, not to mention club teams
like rugby - eat up the majority of
the field time on Hendricken. And
now with the elimination of that
nameless lower field, a safe haven
for ultimate Frisbee or touch foot
ball games, where are we supposed
to play?
Recently there have been signs
posted around campus by the admin
istration warning students that they
will face severe punishment, includ
ing suspension, if they are found on
or around the construction site. I
understand the construction site is a
huge liability, but the brass here at
PC should get the message that there
are actually some students here that
aren’t completely satisfied by video
games and seedy bars. We can’t
even climb in trees! I know that un
fortunate incidents have occurred in
the past, but if a student slipped on
the stairs coming out of Ray, I don’t
think there would be a guard insist
ing that we take the ramp the next
day. If security is going to tell me
that I cannot do something so inno
cent and natural as climbing in the
huge welcoming European Beech
*tree behind the chapel grotto, then
they might as well pass laws against
going barefoot and picking huckle
berries.
It seems like this school is giv
ing students every opportunity that

it can to stay in their dorm room and
play NBA Live 2004 on X-Box. We
need to get out. Out of bed, out of
our rooms, out and about. I only have
a few years left before I start throw
ing my back out on a biweekly basis,
groaning as I enter and exit chairs,
and stretching before I get the mail.
I want to make the most of them.
Like the majority of students in
this school, I come from New En
gland, and like the majority of males
in New England, I grew up playing
baseball. Whether it was three years
of instructional farm league, or seri
ous high school ball, baseball is a
spring time staple. Sadly, it is no
longer a part of life at Providence
College. The team was dropped af
ter the 1999 season, a season that saw
the Friars end up as Big East cham
pions. Still, amateur ballplayers and
high school heroes alike were able
to continue their playing days
through the derivative game of slow
pitch softball. Make no mistake, it’s
not baseball and very few people get
the chance to play hardball again af
ter high school, but at least softball
helped fill the void.
If the softball season is can
celled, it will be depressing. Not only
will it be one less thing for students
to do, which is sad enough, but it will
also be a total separation from an al
ready marginalized sport that so
many people love. I strongly urge
the IAB to take whatever consider
ations necessary to save the softball
season. No matter what the circum
stances are, what time of day or night,
if you build it, we will come.

China carries out a quiet oppression
was too comfortable. Youcai related
to Providence Journal reporters that
he had spent his years of
incarceration isolated in a small
room, and was at first not allowed
to speak to any of the other prisoners.
Youcai also told reporters that his
captors “used different institutional
mechanisms to control his thoughts,”
though he was able to resist these
attempts. In addition, Youcai
developed various diseases while in
prison. In fact, the Chinese
government professes that Youcai’s
early release is due to his medical
condition. According to The
Sacramento Bee, Youcai suffered
from bronchial disorders and
tracheitis while incarcerated, and
was recently diagnosed with
myocarditis. Youcai will be given a
physical in the U.S. to determine his
precise medical condition.
Youcai’s release comes in the
wake of a series of attempts by the
Chinese government to improve its
image in the U.S. and other
democratic nations that do not
approve of China’s basic lack of
human rights. The New York Times
reports that China’s People’s
Congress has approved some
amendments to its “constitution”
addressing private property and
human rights. One states: “The state
respects and preserves human
rights.” Another: “Citizens’ lawful
private property is inviolable.” What
do these statements really mean
under all that doublespeak?
Basically, the Chinese government
is saying (1) that they respect human
rights, and anyone who argues
otherwise should be jailed; and (2)
that government-sanctioned private

property (not much of which exists)
must and will be preserved. So, if
you’re lucky enough to have
permission from the government to
own your own property, this
amendment is great for you.
Chinese legal experts — and even
some of the lawmakers themselves
— attest that these additions to the
constitution are in name only, and
will not remove any of the
government’s restrictions on protest.
According to The New York Times,
“China’s Constitution is subordinate
to the [Communist Party] and is
amended often to reflect changes in
official ideology.” The main focus of
the annual meeting of the National
People’s Congress — during which
these constitutional changes were
made — was actually the faltering
Chinese economy. The Times says
that according to He Weifang, a
professor at Beijing University law
school, “The private property
amendment was a recognition of
private business’ growing economic
and political might, rather than an
effective legal guarantee.” A
legislator from the Chinese province
of Zhejiang adds, “The Constitution
isn’t law. The changes will settle
people’s minds.”
In other words, China is
announcing to the world — in the
form of these amendments to its
constitution — that it now
understands the benefit private
property can have on a country’s
economy. Oh, and human rights are
good. But what does this really
change about the everyday life of a
Chinese citizen? They are probably
not allowed to answer that question
truthfully.
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Tangent and Tirades
Spring Fever has got a hold of the Commentary staff!
Check out these tirades that are clearly a sign of Second
Semester.
Sunday Journal is a great way to start week. Thank you, Powers That Be! I
reveled over my Providence Sunday Journal this past weekend. What a joy! Oh,
how I have missed the TV Guide, the weekend Comics, the Arts section, and
everything else. I just wanted to say thanks to whoever made this happen, ‘cause it
definitely made my week. - Leslie Nevola ’06
Looking Ahead for PC landscaping As spring approaches, and the grass begins
to peek through the melting snow, I have begun to think about the usual course of
PC landscaping. It seems that sections of the lawn behind Aquinas, on the quad,
and between Cunningham and Mai Brown are perpetually brown. This is obviously
because these places provide convenient walking routes between buildings and to
and from classes. Yet, every year, these same dirt paths are roped off at least twice
and grass seed is planted. And as soon as the ropes are removed, students again
trample the grass down. I suggest that this Spring, instead of attempting to plant
new grass in these areas, Physical Plant and the other powers that be put paths in
these areas. Even gravel paths, although not as aesthetically appealing, wAild be
cost effective and more appropriate. Instead of trying the same old things, we
should be considering how to work with things the way they are.
- Caitlin Ford ‘05
Manifest Westiny Over Spring break I ventured, for the first time, into the great
American West. Before this trip the furthest west I had traveled was Florida, but it
was a less than liberating experience. I was 4 years old, in Disney World, with my
grandparents, spending the majority of the trip on the wrong end of a 5 foot plastic
leash (because obviously old people lose anything not attached to their wrist, like
glasses, pills or their children’s children). Needless to say, I was so thrilled to be
unchained and on the road, not even something as horribly boring as Iowa could
bring me down. Iowa’s state slogan is “Fields of Opportunity”. Unless they had
one mother of an opportunity harvest this year I would suggest changing the slogan
to “Fields of Dirt”, or “Dilapidated Bams, We Got ’em”. I realized that things can
go either way out west. For instance, there are convenience stores in Colorado
called “Loaf n’ Jug”. That’s perfect. Everything I need. However, once again
Iowa was just a bit off, calling their gas station/mini mart’s “Kum & Go”. It wasn’t
so much die obscene name that bothered me, but the fact that “K&G” attendants
kept smelling my hair and telling me that I had a pretty mouth. - Chris Ackley ‘05

Business Program:
PC Liberal Arts focus threatened?
continued from page 8
Division of Business Administration,
with an appreciation of a PC education
as it presently exists, should seek to
“exploit the built-in advantage of the
liberal arts college” to create a truly
unique business program.
Indeed the draft mission statement
the business departments have been
working on to serve the new division
purports that “the Division of Business
Administration at Providence College
will provide a rigorous, state-of-the-art
business education in the context of
integration across a Liberal Arts
curriculum.” Though encouraging for
preserving PC as a liberal arts

institution, the problem remains,
however, that the creation of. a new
administration division represents a
shift of resources and energy, which
has many potential dangers that still
need to be addressed. The difficulty
in addressing the concerns and
ramifications of a decision of this
magnitude arises precisely because of
the way decisions are made here. That
so many unanswered and important
questions are raised begs the
question—-who, if anyone other than
the Board of Trustees themselves,
advised the making of this decision?
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by Dustin Kahoud ’04

high fives, nose dives
High Five to Raymond Rose who works in the Entree line at Alumni Cafeteria.
Raymond greets students, faculty, and staff with a smile, readily helps them decide
between the food choices, and serves them with noticeable care and concern.
Raymond’s kindness, enthusiasm, and willingness to help has made him a valuable
asset to the PC community. It is sometimes difficult for students under academic
pressure to take a moment during their busy schedueles to “stop and smell the
roses.” Yet, Raymond’s overtly positive attitude is an easy reminder to smile and
enjoy our four years at PC. We are lucky to have such an enthusiatic man serving
the PC community.

Nose Dive to not being able to have Slavin money without a Ray meal plan. This
can be frustrating for upperclassmen who live off campus and want to get a bite
to eat as they study in Slavin. Rather than being able to pay for a sandwich with
the swipe of a card, the student would most likely have to take money out of the
ATM. Dining on campus is a convenience for busy students who live offcampus, but without Slavin money on their PC card, it becomes more of a hassle.
We recognize the likelihood that, if allowed, students would bypass a Ray meal
plan for Slavin money, but we believe that upperclassmen should be awarded this
liberty.

On the Side to Women’s History Week. Women’s history is an extremely
important part of our culture, and is definitely worth commemorating. That
being said, why are there no events for this week that appeal to a majority of the
student body? Most of the lectures will probably only be attended by students
getting credit for their classes. Having a women of jazz night in McPhail’s where
patrons could listen to the music of Billie Holiday and Ella Fitzgerald, instead of
a lecture and documentary on it, would be much more appealing.
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High Five to PC Security. Parking in Ray has been a breeze this semester.
Unauthorized vehicles seem to have disappeared and spaces are plentiful for
students that actually have parking stickers. This is a welcome condition for
those of us who work or return to school late and are able to find a spot not
occupied by some freshman’s car. Also, high five for closing the parking lot to
people coming to see the hockey games, it cuts down on congestion and leaves
the lot open to students with stickers. Keep up the good work!

Nose Dive to the heavy administrative presence at Ray Cafeteria last Wednesday
evening. While we can appreciate the desire to protect cafeteria workers—and
the brand new facillity—from the annual food fight fiasco that occurs on St.
Patrick’s Day, the administration seemed to go overboard in its show of force.
The Vice-President of Student Services, Dean of Residence Life, Associate Dean
of Residence Life, Apartment Com, 'ex Director, Chief of Security, and between
four and seven security guards were present during dinner at Ray. Additionally,
two video cameras were place on either side of the cafeteria, supposedly to deter
any would-be food fighters from launching an attack. Again, the administration’s
desire to put a stop to this typically out of control tradition is understandable, but
its response seemed almost insulting to the vast majority of students just trying to
enjoy their evening meal. A few security guards could have had the same impact
without creating an atmosphere of intimidation.
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Letters to the Editor:
PC athletic department failing to recruit talented players

Student-Athletes left out in the cold
I am writing to protest the poor treat
ment of student-athletes at the recent
men’s basketball game versus Pitts
burgh. At every home game, Providence
College student-athletes can report to a
desk near the gate at the Dunkin’ Do
nuts Center and after signing a book,
receive a free student ticket to the game.
At the Pittsburgh game, many athletes
were turned away despite arriving more
than an hour before the start of the game.
I am not complaining about this, because
I realize that getting free tickets is a privi
lege, which is envied by other students.
What I am complaining about is that
nobody was warned that there were not
enough tickets. As those who attended
the game may have noticed, many stu
dent-athletes were honored at different
times throughout the game, including
during media timeouts, and at half time.
Since these people were required to at
tend, tickets were set aside for them to
pick up when they arrived. But where
did these tickets come from? They were
taken out of the number usually set aside
for student-athletes, which resulted in the

shortage.
Even this is understandable, because
the organizers were unwilling to desig
nate additional free tickets for these
people in their effort to make as much
money as possible. The thing I am com
plaining about is that organizers must
have realized there would be a problem,
and did nothing to notify athletes that
they might be denied entry. Most people
I talked to didn’t even know that athlete
tickets were limited at all.
All in all I would say that at least 75
athletes were turned away. After speak
ing with many of these athletes, nearly
all of them would have gladly paid the
$5 to get in if they had not been assured
that there would be tickets waiting for
them.
This system is set up to encourage
athletes on other teams to support the
basketball team. It may be a long time
however before many athletes come
back after this injustice.

Edward Kennedy ’07

CBS appearance a tremendous success
Thank you to all who helped make
our Thursday, March 11th appearance on
the CBS Early Show quite successful.
We appreciated the help of the Ath
letic, Public Information, and Alumni
Departments. Special thanks go to the
cheerleaders, band members, and other
students who turned out very early on a
cold N.Y. City morning to provide
a great demonstration of Providence
College spirit to the national audience.
CBS estimated that 3.8 million house
holds were watching, this compares with
the 680,000 who watched the Friar’s
game on ESPN that night. In the first
segment, host Dave Price wore a PC
sweatshirt as he did the weather report
in front of our enthusiastic group.

Later, former heavy weight boxing
champ, now grill expert George Fore
man, entered the show by holding up his
size 2X PC sweatshirt. Of course the star
of the day was Jay from our band who
became “The best dressed man at the Big
East Tournament”. Foreman had Jay try
on a tuxedo jacket from his new cloth
ing line during the last segment;
Do see the video.
We were fortunate to be on solo while
Pittsburgh and Syracuse shared the next
day. Thanks again to all. Go Friars!

Kenneth G. Kraetzer ’79
President
Providence College Club of New York

I recently wrote the PC Athletic De
partment to voice my opinion about three
reasons PC should not receive an invita
tion to this year’s NCAA men’s basket
ball playoffs: three losses in a row.
While the loss to University of the Pa
cific is disappointing to PC sports fans,
the loss punctuates the fact that the Col
lege does not have the ability to attract
legitimate, top, student-athletes. This is
an institutional weakness. Although this
inability can be remedied, it is not clear
leadership at the trustee or administra
tive level is capable of bringing the Col
lege to a level that can be competitive,
athletically as well as academically.
Undergraduate population size is not

an acceptable reason for this deficiency.
Wake Forest University won the NCAA
Division I field hockey championship
last year. Rice University won the base
ball championship last spring. Both in
stitutions have fewer undergraduates
than PC.
A coaching change isn’t necessarily
a good solution. Tim Welsh has taken
this basketball squad as far as is possible
for their talent. Motivation may be an
issue, but I suspect lack of talent is the
primary reason for their early demise in
the NCAA basketball tournament.
Corrington Hwong ’68

Reputations at stake in ill-advised Cowl article
How could you have such poor judge
ment in allowing such a poorly written,
uninvestigated article, to appear on the
front page of The Cowl? [The author is
refering to the March 4 article titled “Off
Campus altercation results in stabbing].
The only information that was correct
was the names of the gentlemen you al
lowed to be listed. The author needs to
realize that by publicly naming individu

als, she jeopardizes their reputations. To
do so, without concrete reports and re
porting both sides of a story, is truly un
fair to all parties involved.
I hope to see better examples of jour
nalism in the future, along with an apol
ogy to all the victims.
D. LaBelle

Editor’s note: The information reported in the brief article was printed in the
Providence Journal several days prior to publication in The Cowl. Complete
court records and the police report of the incident were unattainable as of the
issue going to press, despite repeated attempts to obtain them. The information
reported was already public knowledge, The Cowl merely reported the names of
individuals that had been formally charged.

Ray food may have a detrimental effect on athletes
I wish to congratulate the men’s
basketball team for its 20-9 record this
past season. It is unfortunate that they
went 0-4 in these last games of the
season. Perhaps the tables of food in Ray
Cafeteria affected their respective
metabolisms that had a tendency to make
the players lethargic in their performance
on the basketball court. I suggest that
coach Tim Welsh check this out.

I do hope the men’s basketball team
has a more successful season in 20042005.
Watch your backs, as terrorism
(Remember Madrid) is still with us.
Support our military and God bless
America.
Russell P. Demoe ’73

Intramural sports becoming more work than fun
When choosing to attend a
Division I school, many high school
athletes realize that they will not be
continuing on in their respective sports
on the collegiate level. But thank God
for intramural sports! They provide a fun
and yet, competitive way for students to
take a break from the reality of exams.
However, my experiences from this past
year with intramural sports are
continually negative and losing their fun
appeal due to increased regulations and
ludicrous rules. The change from last
year’s intramural program has not only
given us a new director, but many new
rules, such as the enforcing of bringing
one’s PC ID card to every game. While
I understand the necessity of such a rule,
it is preposterous to not at least give a
one game warning and please, consider

the students who live off campus and are
without a meal plan, what reason do they
have to even bring their ID on campus?
It is not only the little rules such as that
but the bigger picture that intramural
sports are painting- a strict and rigid
undertone that is simply not fun to deal
with. Furthermore, not once, but twice
have my suggested team names been
shot down because they are
“inappropriate.” What ever happened to
freedom of speech? I commend the
Intramural Athletic Board on some
changes, such as distributing checks to
referees this year. But please, let’s
remember, intramural sports are meant
to be fun- lighten up.

Kim Ahern ’06

Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentar
ies and Letters to the Editor from all
members of the Providence College com
munity, as well as outside contributors.
All submissions must include the
writer’s name, signature, and a phone
number where they can be reached. Ar
ticles will be printed as space permits.
Letters should be no more than 250 words
in length. Guest commentaries should be
limited to 700 words in length and only
one will be published per week. The Cowl
editorial board and its administrative su
pervisors reserve the right to edit articles
and letters for space and clarity.
However, if there is a portion you spe
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please
inform the Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the
Editor are the opinions of the writer only

and do not reflect the viewpoint of The
Cowl staff.
.
Submissions must be delivered,
mailed or faxed to The Cowl office no later
than 5 p.m. on the Monday before publication. Mail submissions to Box 2981
Providence, RI 02918, fax to 401-8651202, submit online at www.thecowl.com,
e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu, or
hand deliver to The Cowl Office in Slavin
G05. Call 401-865-2214 with any ques
tions.
Weekly Subscription Rate

is $30.00 per
YEAR BY MAIL. STUDENT SUBSCRIPTION IS

INCLUDED IN TUITION FEE. CORRESPONDENCE

CAN BE MAILED DIRECTLY TO :

The COWL,

Providence College, Providence, Rhode
Island 02918.

Service would be a disappointment to Dave Thomas
On Saturday morning at 1:30 in the
AM, somewhere in hamburger heaven,
Dave Thomas wept. For a corporate
crime was committed against some
fellow passengers and myself as we
waited patiently in the drive-thru line of
the Wendy’s Old Fashioned Hamburger
on 391 Charles Street in Providence.
While we may have gotten what we
ordered, courtesy, respect, and
truthfulness were not served.
I had ordered some chicken nuggets,
paid, and then picked them up at the
second window. However, when I asked
for a few extra ketchups, I was told that
I had received the last two ketchup
packets in the whole restaurant and that
there were no more. Discouraged that
two packets would not equally distribute
among five nuggets, I began to question
the employee’s claim as we drove away.
A skeptic at heart, I convinced my
friends that these claims of ketchup
shortages and conveniently receiving the
last two ketcnup packets were all a ruse.
We would not stand for this and so,
almost back to campus, we valiantly
turned our car around in a quest for truth
and justice.
This time, a medium French fry was
ordered and extra ketchup packets were
asked for, once again. The response, not
surprisingly, was quite similar to the first.
I proclaimed, “If these two were your
last packets of ketchup, how do you
explain these?” In my hand, I was
holding four packets of Wendy’s
ketchup, all presumably the last two

packets within the entire restaurant. Our
car was in park and looking at us from
the drive-thru window was the absolute
antithesis of Wendy Thomas’s
whimsically welcoming face. After
asking to speak to the manager, the
employee, in a fit of subdued rage,
exclaimed, “You got me! You got me!”
Her manager walked over and asked
what was going on. Still glaring at us,
she told him that we were demanding
more ketchup packets. He looked at her,
looked at us, and confidently lied, “We
are out of ketchup. There is no more.”
Realizing that the Wendy’s corporate
hierarchy was not to be pushed any more
that night, we quietly thanked them and
drove off.
For a company that has built is
foundation on not cutting comers, hence
the square hamburgers, I was miffed by
an employee refusing to provide me with
my much desired, three extra ketchup
packets and a manager perpetuating a lie
even after I, a loyal customer, exposed
it.
In Dave Thomas’ biography, he
claimed to have lived his life with five
simple values; one of them being to Treat
People With Respect. Quoting from the
biography, “To Dave, being nice meant
talking to people honestly.” Sadly, this
upright philosophy has gone the way of
the Wendy’s salad bar, as the hearts of
the two employees that night were as
cold as a Frosty.
Matt Weber ’06

Page 11

March 25,2004

“Dancing Queen” lives
PPAC’s newest production, the ABBA-inspired Mamma Mia, is as
colorful and feel-good as the legendary group itself
by Anna

Kukowski ’06

A&E Staff

Don’t pretend you haven’t
done it—we all have. Yes, most
of us have fallen victim to
ABBA at least once in our life
times. For me,
THEATER ABBA is a
REVIEW flashback to se
nior year, lip
syncing “Dancing Queen” in
bell-bottoms, a tie-dyed shirt
and a purple sweatband with ten
other high school classmates.
Whew. ABBA sure brings out
the best in people, huh?
Well, Mamma Mia, an
ABBA inspired, ABBA infused
musical running at the Provi
dence Performing Arts Center
through this coming Sunday,
has the same idea going on.
ABB A just screams for loud and
goofy costumes splashed with
hot pink and electric orange, an
amusingly twisted plotline, and
fun-loving pandemonium. Here
jn Providence, Mamma Mia has
the jokes down to a science and
will make you dance to its title
track—but it still remains shaky
at times.
In Mamma Mia, we visit a
warm Greek island on the eve
of Sophie Sheridan’s (Sara
Kramer) wedding. Single
mother Donna (Lauren Mufson)
has refused to tell Sophie who
her father is all these years, and
the young bride decides now is
as good as of a time as ever to
crack the secret. After a little
detective work, Sophie invites
the three men who might be her
father to her wedding—without
Donna knowing. When Don
na’s closest gal pals from the old
days also arrive (E. Faye Butler
as Rosie and Lori Haley Fox as
Tanya), the party begins. Sam
(Tony Clemens), Harry
(Michael Butler Murray), and
Bill (Milo Shandel) all join the
festivities much to Donna’s sur
prise. And off these characters
go to a night of twist and turns
that don’t stop until the last note.

Yes, these women are singing ABBA—and no, this picture wasn’t taken this weekend at a
bad karaoke bar-. From left, Lori Haley Fox, Lauren Mufson and E. Faye Butler play
three old friends who come to town for a wedding in the Providence Performing Arts
Center’s newest production, Mamma Mia. The colorful musical runs through Sunday
and takes classic ABBA songs that were popular during the over-the-top disco era and
turns them into a story about “a mother, a daughter and three possible dads.”

The trio of “potential” fa
thers steal the show with amus
ing accents (Clemens is Ameri
can, Murray British, and
Shandel Australian) and each
has a different account of his
liaisons with Mufson’s charac
ter 21 years ago. Each man’s
individual reaction to the bi
zarre situation at hand is both
witty and touching at the same
time. Murray hilariously hints
at a few of his own secrets,
Clemens openly debates deci
sions from the past, and
Shandel shamelessly flirts with
the outrageous Butler. This trio
is one of the highlights of the
relatively simple plot.
Hats off to Butler and Fox
in their roles as
Donna’s exuberant

aged women hysterically try to
recall a little of their youth dur
ing the whole extravaganza by
singing into hairbrushes, wear
ing tight body suits, and sport
ing dresses with high slits. Their
songs add some more slapstick
humor, and the women interact
comically with the trio of men
who are vying for their supposed
fatherhood. Butler and Fox
make friendly banter and their
outrageous outfits go a long
way.
This high-energy chorus
shined last Tuesday night, uti
lizing cues from director
Phyllida Lloyd and choreogra

pher Anthony Van Laast to its
full potential. The chorus keeps
the energy high when it should
to be high, and garners laughs
from the willing audience in just
the right places. Cast members
sport glow sticks and scuba div
ing gear, and tap dance in flip
pers. The simple choreography
is crisp and clean throughout the
whole cast—not something eas
ily achieved. The ensemble re
mains free of small blunders
that can ruin the best of plots
and the most talented of acting.
Most notable are the energetic
ensemble numbers at the end of
the first act, and the perfor
mances following the curtain
call. It’s here in the chorus that
we realize what ABBA is all
about.

While the fast songs shine,
ABBA’s slower ballads drag
without the energetic and clever
interludes of the chorus. Dur
ing these slower songs, that an
noying repetition so easily as
sociated with pop music be
comes more easily apparent
and drags down the production.
During the bigger numbers, the
cliche repetition is easy to ig
nore because interesting stag
ing and fun harmonies distract
us. The abundance of these
slow-moving, repetitious bal
lads detracts from the feel-good,
high-energy aspects of Mamma
Mia, which are the show’s es
sence.
Spotty dialogue fills the gaps
in between songs—which are
exactly that, not enjoyable
scenes on their own merit.
Mufson can sing and dance her
way through any situation, but
she lacks a convincing nature
when speaking and acting.
Scenes that involve her and
Kramer end up a collection of
vacant dialogues trimmed with
appropriate—but not quite con
vincing—actions. Kramer’s
solo acting has certain similar
tendencies, which doesn’t help
the already shaky script. It is
stronger in the musical inter
ludes than in its plot. Mamma
Mia is less about the plot and
more about the music, and weak
acting from lead actors such as
Mufson doesn’t help the situa
tion.
Like other recent musicals
like Billy Joel’s Moving Out,
Mamma Mia's plot is centered
on a choice selection of popu
lar hits arranged cleverly to cre
ate a convincing story. So
maybe the plot isn’t particularly
enthralling, but that feel-good
music we all know will have
you dancing in the aisles. And
like so many other way-overthe-top schmaltzy musical pro
ductions, you have to take
Mamma Mia with a grain of
salt. But the bottom line is that
it’s really fun. And that’s what
matters, isn’t it?

GRADE: B
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Confessions of a dangerous man
R&B star Usher takes major steps toward lyrical
maturity on his latest release, Confessions
by

Matt Hess ’05
A&E Staff

Face/Off
Directed by John Woo

I could go for the triathlon of
girly stuff here and pick a chick
flick, but for the sake of the fellas
who might be reading this, I won’t.
Face/Off stars John Travolta and
Nicholas Cage—one is FBI Agent
Sean Archer (Travolta) and the
other his terrorist nemesis Castor
Troy (Cage). You know the
tagline: “To catch him, he must
become him.” Cage and Travolta
switch roles midway through the
movie in order to find the location
of a bomb. It's an action movie
with a good storyline and plot.
P.S. Great quotes too.

J Records

Normally I would recommend
something like Boston, Dire Straits
or The Allman Brothers Band, but
I have to admit, I’m a big fan of
this soundtrack. My roommate got
it for Christmas and it plays in the
apartment non-stop. There are
various artists on the CD—like
Wyclef Jean, Joni Mitchell, and
Norah Jones—so you don't get
tired of it quickly. Songs range
from older ones that many of us
know, like The Beach Boys’ “God
Only Knows” and The Pointer
Sisters' “Jump,” and to newer
tunes like Kelly Clarkson’s “The
Trouble with Love is," and Maroon
5 “Sweetest Goodbye/Sunday
Morning.”

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
By Betty Smith

While definitely not a short
read, it's a good one. It tells the
story of a young girl named
Francie Nolan who grows up in a
poor, dysfunctional family in
Brooklyn. Part of what I liked
about the novel is that it’s very
descriptive, so you feel as though
you're right there in the story. For
those of you who haven't read it
already, I definitely recommend it.
For those of you who have, read
it again.

Hearing hip-hop producer Lil’ John’s
blaring exclamations are probably all it
takes to recognize the intro of “Yeah!”
the first single off of Usher’s fourth stu. dio album, ConfesALBUM sions. The track has
REVIEW^ become more like a
national anthem
than a club anthem, dominating not only
radio and singles charts, but MTV air
waves as well (and spawning a video
crammed with rubbery dance moves,
slinky seductresses, and of course the
King of Crunk’s senseless screeching).
But don’t be fooled; the club-friendly
bounce of “Yeah!” remains pretty much
exclusive to the track. In fact, the focus
of Usher’s latest disc is mainly what its
title suggests—an intimate work of ad
mission, citing everything from shame
less infidelity to desperate longing. In
deed, completing Confessions has cer
tainly been a step towards maturity for
the baby-faced R&B phenom.
Usher begins prying open his
Pandora’s box with the track “Throw
back,” a tune that feels like an apolo
getic narrative directed at ex-boo. TLC’s
Chilli. It’s easy to see the connection
with lyrics like: “You never miss a good
thing ’til it leaves you/ Finally I realized
that I need you/1 want you back.” Other
hints at past romance can be found in
the song “Truth Hurts,” which initially
makes Usher out to be the jilted lover,
only to later reveal that “I’ve been blam
ing you, when I’m the one doing wrong.”
The album’s title track features Con
fessions’ most uncomfortable subject
matter, wrestling with both unfaithful
ness and an unwanted pregnancy. After
sheepishly reciting lyrics like, “Got me
talking to myself asking how I’m gonna
tell you/ About that chick on part one I
told ya’ll I was creepin’ with /Said she’s
three months pregnant and she’s keepin’
it,” you can’t help but mutter a “Damn,
brotha.”
Not only do the themes of the album
dig deep into Usher’s personal life, but
they’re expressed with a lyrical rawness
not found in the rest of the singer’s cata
logue. The suggestive nature of the cut
“Do it to Me” seeps through the soaring
falsetto vocals, and the sexy, languid beat
of the album’s bump-n-grind standard,
“Can You Handle it?” is complemented
with further innuendo. Easily the most
explicit cut on Confessions, “That’s
What it’s Made For” debates the imme
diate pleasures of unprotected sex
against its dangerous consequences with
lyrics like, “Game rules, no cap no cut’
and “Raw dog is a never/1 know I know
better.” While you have to admit that
Usher’s message is earnest, it’s hard to
take him seriously with some of the
phrases he pens.
The singer’s lyrical work suffers the
most on the track “Superstar,” with the
chorus: “I’ll be your groupie baby/Cause
you are my superstar/ I’m your number
one fan, give me your autograph/ Sign it
right here on my heart.” During the song
“Caught Up,” Usher also drops some
gems with rhymes like, “Her body was
so tight/ Looking for her in the day with
a flashlight. I m not sure if that line even
made sense, but I have to give the man
credit for using the word “flashlight” in
an R&B slow jam.
But while Confessions has its lyri
cal lowpoints, Usher’s phenomenal vo
cal delivery thankfully takes much of the
emphasis off his lines. The singer’s range
soars all across his upper register with
falsetto flight on the tracks “Bum,” and
“Do it to Me,” and his seemingly spon
taneous melodies carry much of the al
bum. Usher also arranges some rich
backing vocals that thicken up his croon
ing pleas on “Take Your Hand.”

For Confessions, Usher solicited the
talents of some of the biggest producers
in the game to construct some solid
R&B/hip-hop beats. Jimmy Jam, Terry
Lewis, the Neptunes, and longtime col
laborator Jermaine Dupri were all tapped
for the disc. JD nabs the prize for best
beat with the lax, keyboard laden swag
ger of the title track, with Jam and Lewis’
dreamy “Truth Hurts” coming in second.
But while Usher has the voice, the
production, and the intentions to make

Confessions a solid disc, he still lacks
the brooding appeal needed to make his
secrets feel spectacular—something that
a soul master like Anthony Hamilton can
do so easily. It’s also kind of hard to be
lieve that some of Usher’s heartfelt con
fessions are genuine when he’s glorify
ing his pimp stature three minutes later.
But at the scant age of 25, it’s hard to
blame him—he may not be all grown up,
but he’s getting there.

GRADE: B-
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Sunshine comes out Spotless
Great performances bring Charlie Kaufman’s imaginative script
to life in the excellent Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind
by

Stephanie Smith ’06
Asst. A&E Editor

Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless
Mind is as unpredictable and fascinat
ing as real life. Maybe more. The plot is
not revealed to us chronologically, and
it isn’t like any other
MOVIE plot in any other
REVIEW; movie, so it is diffi
cult to unpack. The
entire two-hour span of the film is alive
with emotion, color, and action. You
can’t look away because in addition to
not being able to predict the ending, what
is happening on the screen pulls you in
with a gravitational force. It could be
called a romantic comedy, but it is far
from the sugar-coated, Meg Ryan-in
spired notion of a genre that one nor
mally conjures up. Eternal Sunshine is
a real romantic comedy in that the ro
mance takes place in Chinese food res
taurants, not expensive French ones, and
the comedy comes from moments of hu
miliation. There is nothing brilliantly ro
mantic about the relationship; it’s true
to life.
One of the great things about Eter
nal Sunshine is that it is more of a char
acter study of the two protagonists than
it is a plot-driven maze acted by a cast
of some 20 random people, whom we
never really know. By the end of the film,
we know the two main characters better
than they know themselves. We learn as
the film goes on (like I said before, not
chronologically) that Joel (Jim Carrey)
and Clementine (Kate Winslet) were
once in love, it didn’t work out, and so
they had each other erased from their
memories at a lab called Lacuna, Inc.
(which, by the way, has an actual creepy
website: www.lacunainc.com). As the
procedure is being done to Joel though,
he realizes, as he lies there unconscious,
that he doesn’t want to have Clem erased
and he tries to fight it. What follows is a
race through Joel's memories in order
to hide Clem in one of the most buried.
We see his childhood, his adolescence,
and many moments from his relationship
with Clem. The film is not only a love
story, but also a commentary on the im
portance of memories, both good and
bad, to our peace ot mind.
Jim Carrey’s performance is amazing.
While we know that he is far from bor
ing in real life, he pulls off the mediocre
everyman flawlessly. He only wears

FOCUS

Real people + real problems + memory-erasing technology - the new face of
romance. Jim Carrey and Kate Winslet (left) headtrip through mindfields
and skewed realities in Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, the latest
script from Being John Malkovich screenwriter Charlie Kaufman.

earth tones and sort of sulks around when
he is not with Clementine. Carrey wears
a hairpiece in the film which hangs in
his face sloppily when it isn’t under a
nondescript gray ski hat. The best part,
though, is when we see him truly happy
in the memories. Sometimes he is so
filled with joy as he and Clementine are
laughing that he starts flailing his arms
and legs. He looks like a laughing in
fant; the innocence and pure bliss that
he is experiencing translates to the audi
ence perfectly.
Similarly, Kate Winslet is able to show
Clementine’s emotions and bizarre be
havior without coming off as melodra
matic and contrived. Yes, she changes
her hair color from blue to orange to red
throughout the film, but it seems more
like a genuine search for self than a sad
attempt at shock value. And thank good
ness her performance bears no resemblence to Rose from Titanic. I have a
newfound respect for her based on her
ability to escape from that role. She has
managed to elude typecasting and truly
shines as unpredictable and impulsive
Clem.
Eternal Sunshine was written by
Michel Gondry and Charlie Kaufman.

Missed Saturday night's McPhail's concert?
Don't worry, check out

www.TheCowl.com
for an exclusive photo flipbook.

Kaufman also wrote Adaptation and
Being John Malkovich. He is known for
his abstract and thought-provoking
scripts and Eternal Sunshine is no ex
ception. The characters develop richly
from an everyman figure and the token
blue-haired punk girl to real people
whom we know and love. We find out
that they argued about whether or not
Clem could be a good mother, and that

she has a drinking problem. We learn
that Joel was scared of her at first, and
that he has trouble making eye contact.
By having the script focus on these two
people for the most part we learn the in
timate details of their psychology. They
become almost like our friends.
Gondry’s direction also adds to the
film’s intensity. The bright color of
Clem’s hair and clothes contrasted with
Joel’s drab dress is eye-catching. The
details are amazing, as well. For ex
ample, the left corner of Joel's collar al
ways hangs outside his sweater. It’s a
minute addition to the scene but it makes
us appreciate that Gondry was incred
ibly meticulous with his direction. The
locations are symbolic, with many of the
scenes being filmed on the beach in
Montauk and in New York City. The
enormity of the ocean and the city jux
taposed with the film’s assertion that one
relationship is enough content for an
entire film is profound. Joel and
Clementine are just two people in a huge
city, but are nevertheless important.
Perhaps the best thing about Eternal
Sunshine is its positive lone. These
people are not perfect, they are not even
always admirable, but Kaufman creates
a dazzling story around them. Love con
quers all without being nauseating. The
fact that Eternal Sunshine is able to make
memory, love and the human condition
seem beautiful is a tremendous achieve
ment. Throw in a few quotations from
Nietzsche and Alexander Pope and you
have the most intelligent and happy
movie I have seen in a long time.

GRADE: A-
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Urban Elements

R to the Izzee, M to the Izzix

Jay Z’s The Black Album
was supposed to be his farewell.
When Hova decided to tip his
Yankees cap one last time and
fade into the pantheon of hip
hop legends, his final album
was supposed to be his rap
gravestone—a classic piece of
work that would solidify his
legacy and stand the test of time
alongside hip-hop’s all time
great albums. Basically, The
Black Album was Jay-Z’s dream
of going out on top, like
Michael Jordan retiring from
the Chicago Bulls in 1998 after
winning his sixth champion
ship.
But just as Jordan came back
from retired life and joined the
Washington Wizards, Jay-Z’s
back again. Well, at least sort of
back.
As soon as The Black Album
dropped, countless record
producers began remixing the
album. By using the original
lyrics and adding new beats,
“new” Black Albums began
sprouting up everyday. Every
underground producer seemed
to feel that it was his patriotic
duty as a member of the hip-hop
nation to construct a new set of
beats for Jay-Z’s final album.
The craze has spread so far that
there is even a “Jay-Z
Construction
Set” now
available online, so that any
chump off the street can
assemble his own remix. It’s
like Jay-Z’s final album has
turned into a do-it-yourself
blueprint for anyone who wants
to be the next mega-producer.
Some people see it as a
disgrace to Jay-Z’s creativity,
while others see it as a new form
of artistic expression. Either
way, my only problem with the
remixers’ selection is why use
the Black Album"! Why does this

doing, and that’s saying a lot.
9th Wonder - Black is Back
9th Wonder is basically the
grandfather of album remixes,
since he remixed Nas’ God’s
Son last year into God’s
Stepson. 9th Wonder also
produced “Threat” on the
original
Black
Album.
Nonetheless, he decided to
provide his own remix,
blending his early-90’s sound
with Jay-Z’s timeless lyrics.
Black is Back is probably the
second best remix project, just
behind Danger Mouse.

DJ Lt. Dan - The Black
Remixes
The Black Remixes is decent,
up until the point when you
realize the DJ took his name
from Forrest Gump. Lt. Dan’s
attempts at remixing Jay-Z’s
vocals over tracks like Ice
Cube’s “It Was A Good Day”
and Biggie’s “Unbelievable”
come across as tedious after
more than one listen.

Allow him to reintroduce himself, his name is Hov: Reigning rap king Jay-Z (above)
said farewell to the hip-hop game with The Black Album (below, far left). From below
left: Black Album remixes like Kno’s The White Albulum, DJ Danger Mouse’s The Grey
Album,DJ Lt. Dan’s The Black Remixes, and Cheap Cologne’s The Double Black
Album are breathing new life into Hov’s alleged swan song.
remix phase have to focus on an of all the Black Album remixes. band. Kno, of the seminal
rap
group
album that already has tight DJ Danger Mouse constructs a independent
production? Why can’t a slew
of up and coming producers
remix the G-Unit album, or any
other album that was slacking
in the beats department? I’ll
never know.
Anyway, as the current Black
Album remix phase continues to
drag on like an 8:30 class on the
morning after St. Patrick’s Day,
let’s take a look at the best, and
worst, of The Black Album
reincarnations.

Danger Mouse - The Grey
Album.
' Perhaps the most notorious

brilliant remake of the Black
Album, by using samples
strictly from The Beatles’ White
Album, which results in a sound
similar to Run-DMC. The
album’s highlight is the remake
of “99 Problems,” which uses
an array of guitar riffs from
“Helter Skelter.” The Grey
Album is definitely worth ten
minutes of your downloading
pleasure.

Kno - Kno vs. Hov: The White
Albulum
Basically, this is Jay-Z with
Stevie Wonder as a backing

CunninLynguists, provides a
laidback, funky selection of
beats that turns the Black Album
into a sound fit for the summer.

Cheap Cologne - The Double
Black Album
Probably the most atrocious
attempt at a remix. DJ Cheap
Cologne sets Hova’s lyrics atop
the music from Metallica’s self
titled 1991 album, referred to by
fans as the Black Album. Yup,
Jay-Z and Metallica. It stinks
like, well, cheap cologne. It’s
easily worse than anything Fred
Durst would ever even think of

Ultimately, remixing current
rap artists’ records will probably
catch on throughout the rap
world thanks to the popularity
of the Black Album remixes.
The question remains: is this
good or bad for hip-hop? Is it
just another unavoidable strand
of postmodernism running
through the rap game, like the
present debate over sampling?
Or is it a drawback that takes
away from every album’s
uniqueness and creativity?
Personally, I think it could turn
into a sort of Hip-Hop Minor
League, where no-name under
ground producers get to show
their skill by remixing the
records of rap’s reigning
heavyweights. No matter what
happens, the recent interest in
remixing Jay-Z’s swan song has
given birth to a wealth of quality
albums.

Brian Friel’s

Dancing
at
Lughnasa
.... at the Blackfriars Theatre

o

°
°
°
°

Sunday: 2 for 1 Sundaes ALL DAY
Monday: NCAA Tourney Games ALL DAY
Tuesday: BOP presents: Coffeehouse at 8pm
Wednesday: 2 for 1 Milkshakes ALL DAY
Thursday: PC Perk will return on April 15th!
SEE YOU THERE!

March 26 - 28 & April 2-4
Fridays and Saturdays at 8PM, Sundays at 2PM
Call x2218 for tickets today!!!

Free Pool and Popcorn EVERYDAY!
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Taking
the
thriller
to
the
limit
Though Taking Lives might not re-invent the suspense genre, it has
more than enough thrills (and Angelina Jolie) to keep you watching
by Pat Egan

’05

A&E Staff
I can’t really praise Taking
Lives for being a great film—
it’s not. It’s kind of a ripoff of
The Bone Collector, with little
touches of The Talented Mr.
Ripley thrown
SHORT in for good
TAKE measure. Hav
ing said that,
however, I have to admit that
Taking Lives is still a very
entertaining film. The plot is
clever, and there are plenty of
those moments where the
audience is scared out of its
mind. The movie doesn’t stray
too far from the conventions of
the “serial killer on the loose”
genre, but it’s innovative
enough to keep the audience
guessing right up until the very
end.
Taking Lives tells the story
of FBI Special Agent Illeana
Scott (Angelina Jolie) as she
tracks a serial killer down
through the streets of Montreal.
Helping her out along the way
is John Costa (Ethan Hawke),
an aspiring artist who just
happens to be the only person
to have ever seen the killer’s
face. I know, it all sounds so
very contrived, but I really can’t
say anything more about the
plot without the risk of giving
away too much. So just take my
word for it—there are plenty of
twists and turns that will keep
you second-guessing yourself
right up until the killer’s identity
is finally revealed.
Angelina Jolie was bom to

“Angelina, I swear, his
breath is awful. In
Taking Laves, Ethan
Hawke and Angelina
Jolie (above) track
a number of suspected
serial killers, including
all-around creepily
intense (and stankbreathed) dude Kiefer
Sutherland (right).
WARN EK BROS.

play these kinds of roles. She
was great in The Bone Collector
and turns in another solid (albeit
repeat) performance in Taking
Lives. Granted, these kinds of
roles won’t win her any Oscars,
but they’re entertaining none

theless. Jolie is the perfect mix
of smart, tough, and damn sexy,
and she’s actually pretty
believable playing the role of
the FBI profiler.
Ethan Hawke also does
some nice work in the role of

John Costa. Hawke has that
nice-guy appeal going for him,
but he’s also got a little bit of a
harder edge, so the audience is
never quite convinced that he’s
as innocent as he appears to be.
Is he the killer? Or is he just an

innocent bystander? Hawke
plays both sides of the role
perfectly, never letting the
audience know for sure what his
story really is.
Working from a clever
screenplay by Joe Bokenkamp,
director D.J. Caruso keeps the
film moving at an attention
grabbing, rapid pace. The
suspense constantly builds
throughout the movie, and there
are plenty of scenes that will
have you airborne out of your
seat (there’s one moment in
particular that will just scare the
hell out of you...of course,
you’ll have to see it for your
self—and trust me, you’ll know
it when it comes). And as for
the ending, it’s more than
satisfy-ing. I’m usually pretty
good at figuring out who the
killer is going to be in these sorts
of movies, but this one had me
pointing fingers right up until
the culprit’s identity was
revealed.
The only bad thing I can say
about this movie concerns its
misleading marketing. The
trailers and TV spots make it
look like Kiefer Sutherland is
one of the movie’s stars. Be
warned fellow 24 fans, he’s not.
His role amounts to little more
than a cameo as one of the serial
killer suspects. But even
without Kiefer, Taking Lives
still gets my recommendation.
If you’re a fan of these kinds of
suspenseful, who-done-it
movies, check this one out. It’s
better than most.

GRADE: B+

Taste of the Town
with Kelly Mack ’04
A&E Editor
Cafe Java
272 Thayer Street, Providence
(401) 276-0100

inside.

Quality: The food is good, but there isn’t
anything that’s really distinct about it—
aside from the delicious fries, the food
seems like you could order it for lunch
anywhere and have it be as good as it
was at Cafe Java. If I were recommend
ing a restaurant for sandwiches, I’m not
sure Cafe Java would stand out.

There can never be enough trendy,
funky eateries on Thayer Street—it’s the
place to go if you’re looking for some
thing a little different than Italian or the
usual fast-food chain. As many smaller
diners and cafes go, though, your dining
experience can be hit-or-miss. Cafe Java
has that problem—it has a fun atmo
sphere that doesn’t quite make up for the
rest of the dining-in experience.

Atmosphere: Cafe Java has a great lo
cation on Thayer Street, upstairs from
Berk’s Shoes and across from the Gap—
the perfect place for taking a break while
recuperating from shopping. The seat
ing is inviting, with regular wooden
tables and chairs mixed in with deep
armchairs and coffee tables. The walls
are a fun mix of oranges and reds, and
the paper-lantern style ceiling lights lend
a “college-y,” funky feel to the dining
area. Generally, you feel like you’re on
Thayer Street, but it’s done well—it
doesn’t seem like the Cafe is trying too
hard to be cool (though that close to
Brown, I can’t promise there won’t be
anyone else there looking that way).
Selection: With a name like Cafe Java,
the restaurant has a surprisingly varied

Service: This is another category where
the Cafe was less than impressive. While
I can’t speak for the take-out service, the
sit-down service was slow and minimal.
Cafe Java isn’t the type of place you’d
expect unparalleled service, but you
shouldn’t have to wait too long for wa
ter in such a small place.
JOAN BARKER '04/The Cowl

menu. The selection ranges from ham
burgers to lighter sandwiches and wraps
to vegetarian dishes. If you’re interested
in a little less than a full meal, they also
serve breakfast sandwiches and pastries,
as well as add-ons like soups and sal
ads. The wraps are well-stuffed, though
in the case of the Chicken America Wrap
(grilled chicken with melted Cheddar,
lettuce, mushrooms, and home-made
tomato sauce), a lot of the filling is made
up of lettuce and mushrooms. As a side
note, be warned, the toothpick holding
everything together is there for a rea

son—the wrap will fall apart without it.
The Focaccia Al Polio is also good, and
has more of a bulky sandwich quality
than the wraps. Made on delicious warm
focaccia bread, the sandwich blends
chicken, bacon, Cheddar, sauteed onions,
honey dijon, and tomatoes. The sand
wiches and wraps are served with your
choice of potato salad, pasta salad, threebean salad, or french fries. The potato
salad is good, made with a dijon mus
tard flavor, but your best bet for a side is
definitely the fries, which are just crispy
enough on the outside and hot on the

Affordability: The most expensive
sandwiches on the menu are $7.99, with
most priced at $5.99. The portions are
fairly sized, so you won’t worry about
spending more than you might at Slavin.
Also note, though, that you’ll have to add
an extra $1.50 for the fries.
Overall: If you’re looking for a new
place to get take-out from, Cafe Java is
worth a try. But if you find yourself hun
gry on Thayer, stick with some of the
better spots you’ve already tried.

GRADE: C+
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Beggars and blind dates on Broadway
by

Megan Bishop ’07
Portfolio Staff

Standing alone in front of the smoky
Mexican restaurant, Elise took a long
drag of her cigarette. She anxiously sur
veyed the city streets around her. The
world outside the city was
SHORT dark and sleeping, but inside
STORY the walls of the metropolis,
it appeared to be as bright
as mid-afternoon. The neon sign which
hung above her buzzed and flashed; it
was a tall man continuously tipped his
sombrero to the awaiting customers. She
dug into the pocket of her newly pur
chased fur coat and pulled out a
crumpled business card:
Michael Jennings: Law Offices of
Harold and Myers
On the back she had written: Pete’s
Mexican Delight, 465 West Broadway,
7:00 p.m. This was her very first blind
date. She knew nothing of Michael
Jennings except for his name and where
he worked. She had however, on her
own, deduced that he liked to dine at
seven in the evening, at Mexican restau
rants. Elise looked around her once again
as she threw her cigarette onto the damp
pavement. She hoped to see a clone of
Brad Pitt walk up to her and whisk her
away. But she was greeted with nothing
but the timid smile of a beggar from
across the street. Her eyes darted to the
ground and she began to count the cracks
in the sidewalk beneath her.
Reaching a count of 74, Elise grew
bored and checked her watch. It read
7:03—this Michael Jennings was also
not a stickler for punctuality. Her ner\
vousness increased as she began to think
of the worst case scenario—What if he
stands me up? She couldn’t even imag
ine. He should at least have the decency
to show up so that she could properly
reject him in person.
The whole idea of this blind date was
not settling well anymore. In reality, how
many people meet their soul mate—their
“one and only”—on a smoky evening
with a neon Mexican and a creepy beg
gar as bystanders? Now the night seemed

CAITLIN BROWN’06/The Cowl

doomed from its start.
She checked her watch again: 7:04. Her
stomach began to squirm as she turned to
stare at the neon Mexican who was still
courteously tipping his hat. Elise craned her
neck and read the sign above her, some of
the letters had burnt out and the sign now
read: Pete can Delight.
“Cute,” she muttered under her breath.
She wondered if it was a play on words and
maybe the letters didn’t happen to bum out
by accident. Whatever the reasoning, the

place was beginning to look shadier
by the moment.
Elise pulled her coat more tightly
around her body, though the tempera
ture was not cold in the least. Dig
ging her hands into her pocket she
searched for something to do, some
thing to keep herself occupied, any
thing but to think of Michael Jennings
for a moment.
Scanning the streets and finding
them moderately empty, she acciden

tally made eye contact with the beggar.
Feeling slightly dizzy and a little bit fran
tic, Elise took off her coat and draped it
over her forearm. She desperately
wanted to check her watch, but realized
that Michael Jennings could approach
momentarily. She did not want his first
impression of her to be one of impatience
and extreme hunger.
The beggar was now looking at her
with a quizzical face. She wondered why
they had not decided to meet inside Pete
Can Delight’s.
“Waiting for someone?” the beggar
shouted from across the street.
Elise did not know how to respond.
She did not want to be rude, but she also
did not want to become too friendly. She
had watched far too many episodes of
20/20 to go and carry on a conversation
with any Tom, Dick, or Harry that
walked by.
“Um, yeah,” she paused, “I am most
definitely waiting for a big lawyer.” Elise
wanted to kick herself. Her last nine
words were perhaps the most unintelli
gent nine words she had ever uttered in
her life.
The beggar, obviously amused,
smiled. “Aren’t we all at some point,”
he replied with laughter breaking up his
words.
For a moment Elise tried to come up
with an intelligent response to redeem
her idiotic performance, but there was a
sudden tap on her shoulder. She half
expected the neon Mexican to have come
down from his perch and laugh at her
whole heartedly, but instead she was met
with an average looking man with a killer
smile.
“Elise?” he asked. Suddenly relief
washed over her body. Thankfully she
had not been stood up.
“Yes, Hi. Michael right?”
“Nice to meet you,” he spoke evenly
as he extended his arm. Elise grasped his
hand and shook it firmly. They turned
and walked into the Mexican eatery. The
street was now left vacant except for the
courteous neon Mexican and the beggar
who were both wearing large toothy
grins on their faces.

Six hours and three bags of marshmallows
passengers scurried into the convenience
store attached to the gas station—some for
a restroom break, others to laugh at the
The minivan pulled off the highway Southern rotisserie-style hot dogs rotating
in rural Virginia, hungry for gas. There over and over again on the grill. Everyone
had been no indication of civilization hurried about the store selecting his or her
anywhere for miles, until a blue sign snack of choice, paying, and then bumbling
featuring the symbols for around the store for another 10 minutes.
SHORT gas and food appeared; so
The driver entered the store and began
STORY the van pulled off the to engage in the bustling activity
highway and turned right. demonstrated by her fellow van members.
A few miles down the road, a huge Refilling her huge Dunkin’ Donuts mug
Texaco with the large red star greeted with the stale rest-stop coffee, she joined
the van. Both the driver and the copilot the growing checkout line.
exchanged looks of concern as the van
Meanwhile, out in the parking lot, a
rolled into the gas station—what side utility truck (from Jersey, no need to say
was the gas tank on?
more) hauling a Winnebago sat impatiently
The driver maneuvered the van behind the van, still parked at the gas pump.
towards the side of the station lot and The driver of the truck looked eager to blow
almost simultaneously the driver and the his cash on gas and began honking his horn
second-in-command rolled down their and waving his arms at... well, no one, being
windows and leaned out. Once the locale that all the inhabitants of the van were busy
of the gas tank was confirmed, the driver selecting their Starbucks Frappuccinos and
moved the van into the only spot Red Bulls for the rest of the car ride. As if
available, behind a camper and adjacent the passengers hadn’t been at each other’s
to a U-Haul truck and a flat-bed pickup throats for the past five hours, why not add
truck. (Talk about large vehicle some sugar?...definitely a set-up for an
interesting ride.
popularity.)
Random food overflowed from the
After complaining about the high gas
prices, the driver and passenger jumped passenger’s arms: marshmallows, sun
out of the van, made the fuel selection, flower seeds, and Pringles, as the crew
and watched rural Virginia envelope the headed back to the van still parked at the
pump. The driver ran ahead of everyone
popular Texaco.
Reaching for first-dibs to lift the latch and ordered them to hold on a second as
and exit the van, the other seven she moved the van to an empty parking spot
by

Christine Bagley ’06

Asst. Portfolio Editor

to the side of the convenience store.
Jersey slammed on the gas and roared
into the spot from which the van had
just exited. He jumped out of his
truck and looked at the pump in
confusion. (It must have been all
those years of full-service in the
armpit-of-America-state.)

No more than 10 minutes
back onto the highway, the
sugar-infested dwellers at the
back of the van began
wrestling, screeching the
words to “Power of Love” by
Celine Dion, and throwing
packages of peanut butter
crackers towards the front of
the van.
**
Laughing at the man, all the
passengers scampered to the van and
filed back into their respective seats:
two on the back bench, two on the
middle bench, and three on the front
bench. Taking the usual head count,
the driver sent the minivan into
reverse and pulled out of the Texaco.
The four passengers at the back of the
van had already downed their Red
Bulls and were working on stuffing
their mouths with marshmallows in a

rowdy game of “Chubby Bunny.”
The other five riders exchanged
looks of fear, knowing that a mixture of
sugar, restlessness, and exhaustion from
the week’s travels, in one cramped van,
couldn’t possibly result in anything
sane. No more than 10 minutes back
onto the highway, the sugar-infected
dwellers at the back of the van began
wrestling, screeching the words to
“Power of Love” by Celine Dion, and
throwing packages of peanut butter
crackers towards the front of the van.
The others in the van just dodged
projectile crackers and granola bars, as
they nibbled on their own snacks. As
much as the sugar had created four
monsters in the back of the van, they
still had to ride another six hours on I95 before any relief could be offered.
(The thought of six more hours on 95
was enough of a reason that they should
save their energy for something more
worthwhile than dealing with their wild
friends.)
The front riders looked at each other,
shrugged their shoulders, and reached
for the bag of marshmallows. They
weren’t going to let their counterparts
win at “Chubby Bunny.”
The minivan continued down the
highway into the twilight of rustic
Virginia, as Celine blasted through the
speakers. Three cheers for car rides.
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Poetry Corner
The First Rose of Springtime
by

Christopher Parcels ’04
Portfolio Staff

The last rose of summer is a sorrowful sight
but the first rose of springtime is equally bleak.
No, her friends have not withered from fading sunlight,
but they’ve not yet burst forth for that sunshine to seek.
How long must she wait for a soulful companion?
How long must she suffer the mirror alone?
How long ‘til one rosebud will stretch like the banyan
to provide her a love she can christen her own?

Here she stands on the lookout for stirring of bed,
for reflection of red or some heliotrope.
But she finds naught but stillness to foment her dread
and put out to pasture last remnants of hope.

So the first rose of springtime sheds petals like tears
and hangs low her blossom away from the sun.
It is time now for death or a friend to appear;
one way or the other, her sufferance is done.
Do not weep for that last rose of summer, my friend—
shed your tears for the first rose of springtime in lieu:
So lately begotten, but so swift to her end,
how that first rose of springtime reminds me of you.

The Awakening of the Jewels
by

Sara Schepis ’04

Portfolio Staff

Deep in the earth the jewels sleep,
Waiting for a light to come and claim them again.
O light, the sapphires and the emeralds are waiting.
The topaz and the rubies and the diamonds are waiting.
They cannot see their brilliance for the dark.
That light: rays pour out an atmosphere of sight
New light so ancient it is eldest but One.
I am coming.
I am coming with the light before me.
I sing. I awake the mystic and hushed echoes
That whisper and clash through the humid vaults
Of tenebrous and pensive caverns.

The light shines to the heart of the gems—
Dawn White, gold, blue, green, light dances back.
The gems are awake.
In the heart of the ruby appears a mysterious fire.
In the heart is the flame the most intense and pure.
In the heart of me there is a mysterious fire.

TIM PISACICH ‘07/The Cowl

All aboard the good-time trolley
by

Chris Fahey ’05

Portfolio Staff

I skipped out on work yesterday so I could see the city at night.
The game plan failed after all and we almost got into a fight.
The ladies were lost, as usual, and the mystery of where the good ones
are continues.
The headache I bore from their absence was halfway my own cause
And I couldn’t really wish for anything.
I was a guest,
And it was.. .“something different?”
No, not really, friend,
But I was at leisure,
It was another one-night stay at a spa for brainwashing.
I just give it a rest.
I was in the middle of a test of temporary pleasure,
Required to drink beyond and without measure,
Where all were dead sure
They could do it best.
Skills dulled, opportunity faded, another waste of time wasn’t going to
matter even though I thought it did.
Never again!
.. .Until next weekend.
This is what I submit and sell,
The dependence on and the promise in, what a mind cannot tell:
Where will I find her?

Wacky Waldo’s Extravaganza of Wonder goes wild
(Christine) Carmen sat back in her
seat, glued to the chair, elbows pressed
into the armrests. Her eyes were wide
and her pigtails swung back and forth.
She was so absorbed with
PASS- the world around her—
AROUND her first circus. A gigantic
bowl of popcorn sat on top
of her lap. Her cousin, Maggie, chatted
away next to her. She was excited about
seeing the dancing elephants and uni
cycling clowns. Beyond that, Carmen
wasn’t sure what to expect.
Just then, the voice of the announcer
boomed. Neon lights of all colors
flashed around the tent. Finally, Carmen
moved to shade her eyes from the
blinding purples and greens. “Welcome
boys and girls! Welcome to Wacky
Waldo’s Extravaganza of Wonder!” She
scooted forward in her seat to try and
locate the voice of the announcer, but
there were so many faces.
Popcorn vendors and glow-stick
sellers streamed up and down the aisles.
They shouted, “Get your popcorn! Snow
Cones! Programs! Glow-sticks here!”
Carmen poked her mom in the arm and
pointed to the red glow-stick. “I want
one of those and one of the programs!
Maggie’s mom got her a T-shirt! No
fair!”
(Chris P.) “All right, Carmen,”
answered her mother, “but nothing else.
I’m not made of money, you know.”

Carmen looked at all the pictures in
the program while waving her glow stick
around. Carmen delighted in the fact that
Maggie looked a little jealous; after all,
all Maggie had gotten was a lousy Tshirt.
Just then, the girls’ attention was
diverted from the waving red glow-stick
to a spotlight in the center ring. In the
middle of the ring stood a tall man in a
black top hat and a red coat. He said,
“Hello, all, and welcome once again to
Wacky Waldo’s! You’re in for a treat
today—we have clowns and acrobats
and many animals, and they’re all here
to keep you entertained! Now, please
direct your attention to the high wire and
the Amazing Alexander!”
(Chris F.) The eyes of the crowd
collectively fixed on the bright spotlight
as it moved around the tent until it
stopped on the tight rope. It was none
other than the Amazing Alexander
balancing a baby seal named Alluring
Alicia on his head as he tiptoed across
the invisible wire. Maggie and Carmen
couldn’t believe their eyes. They tugged
at their mothers’ trousers and screamed,
“Look at the seal—look at it squeal!”
The adults were just as “amazed” as thenscreaming children, but they kept their
composure in order to keep their little
ones under control. Just when things
were calming down, Carmen decided to
wave the glow-stick at Alicia as if she

would jump down and play fetch. squeal and the crowd gasped loudly.
Carmen’s mother did what she could, but Alicia hit the trampoline and bounced
she couldn’t prevent what was to come high, falling back towards the ground
next.
again. The tent remained silent except
Just when Alexander crossed over the for the bouncing of the trampoline and
halfway mark, the seal started to throw the squeal of the seal.
off his balance and the crowd gasped as
(Jen) Thinking fast, the ringmaster
he stumbled. The seal whacked him in ran out to the center of the tent, clutching
the ear and slithered off his head. the mircrophone; “Well folks, I bet you
Alexander attempted to grab the slippery weren’t expecting to see a flying seal
creature but it tumbled. The seal today, were you?” The audience
somersaulted 200 feet down, towards the hesitated, but then a chorus of laughter
glow-stick that Carmen had been waving ensued; they convinced themselves (with
most earnestly. It was as though Alicia -the help of Waldo) that the whole stunt
had grown wings and her Alexander was had been part of the show. “You always
left dangling upside down in some get more than you bargained for at
amazement of his own.
Waldo’s!” he laughed as the clowns
(Megan) The crowd sat in sheer whisked away the squealing, yet
disbelief, as the seal tumbled towards the unharmed, Alicia.
ground. Carmen’^ arm was still raised
Carmen sat in stunned silence, as a
with the glow stick in hand, frozen, as group of can-can dancers high-stepping
the rest of the crowd seemed to be. All on top of an elephant rode into the ring.
of a sudden, the sounds of horns She wondered if her glow-stick really
reverberated throughout the tent, and the had lured Alicia off of her safe position
clown car zoomed from behind the from atop Alexander’s head. She glanced
scenes. The small car held more clowns around her, feeling guilty and hoping no
than it seemed possible. They each had one was blaming her for Alicia’s tumble,
their heads poking out of the open but everyone was too involved with the
windows watching the fallen seal with elephant spectacle. Carmen discretely
concern. They carried a large trampoline tucked the glow stick into her pocket,
on top of their car, rushing to the aid of knowing that she would not be taking it
Alluring Alicia.
out until she was alone in her own room.
The clowns wavered back and forth, Who knows what could happen if an
following Alicia with their eyes. As the elephant caught sight of her glow-stick?
seal neared the ground, she let out a
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Student ‘Horror’scope
Lady Spaghettio tells it like it is
by Joan Barker

’04

Managing Editor

Aries
Financial woes getting to you, dear Aries? Fear not,
you will stumble upon some wealth later this month.
Sure it will only be in the form of $1.34 you find on
the ground, but it will complete your financial
stability—that is, until your roommate, sitting in front
of a bowl of dry frosted mini-wheats, starts cursing
you out for finishing the last of the milk. Again, don’t
sweat it, milk will be on sale at the grocery store as the
moons of Saturn align.

Taurus
Hang in there, Taurus. I know things have been rough
lately, but chin up—it’s only gonna get worse so you
might as well enjoy this relative bliss while you can.
Towards the 21st, roommate drama ensues at a level
never before seen. My advice? If you can’t beat ‘em,
join ‘em. Make up a lame excuse for why your life
sucks more than anyone else’s: Start sobbing because
you failed your bio test and lost your ATM card, gamer
sympathy, and retreat to your bed. Your roommates will
feel so bad that they’ll have no choice but to put their
differences aside and chill out.

Gemini
You’re quite the musical one, Gemini. Whether you’re
singing along to Jimmy Buffet at Brad’s or Ja-Rule at
Prime Time, it seems the lyrics can never escape you.
Luckily, after the 12th, you hear “ Hey Ya” 18 times
on a five-minute drive and finally learn how to shake
it like a Polaroid picture while seat-buckled and
changing lanes. Bravo, Gemini, I like the way you
move.

Cancer
Cancers are known for being romantics—and you, my
friend, are no stranger to the game of love. An intense
romance ignites around the 19th, but the flame will
quickly dissolve. Coincidentally, that same Saturday
night you will be consuming an alcoholic beverage and
flirting with anything remotely attractive.

Leo
You’ve always been a good friend, Leo, but now it’s
time for your pals to return the favor. Bask in the glow
of generosity, but beware—around the 15th a certain
friend buys you a drink as a seemingly kind gesture.
However, this member of the opposite sex may have a
different view of “ friendship” than you do.

Virgo
Ouch! Take it from me, kid, you need to do some serious
re-evaluating. After last month’s battle with Diet Coke

withdrawal you embrace the drink Red
Bull somewhere around mid-month, but
beware, this switch will make you more
hyper than Richard Simmons on a
cocaine binge—clean out your
roommate’s moldy Brita filter and stay
hydrated the healthy way.

Libra
Don’t worry about early month stress, my dear Libra.
March may be in like a lion and out like a lamb, but
Easter is right around the comer and I see green confetti
filled baskets and tiny edible bunny rabbits in your
future. In the meantime, you will learn how to relax
through a combination of Tai Chi and “I Love the 80’s”
reruns on VH1.

Scorpio
Ah yes, Scorpio, you’re in for a special treat. Moons
are aligning and the planets are full of energy. I see
colors, excitement, and laughter—oh wait, that’s just a
pop-up ad for online dating.. .Close out of that and go
back to checking away messages on Instant
Messenger—that continues to be a vital source of
stability for you.

Sagittarius
Poor kid, it seems mononucleosis has had you in bed
for months now! However, the first days of spring
have given you a second wind this month. I suggest
you take advantage of this energy and hop, back into
the social scene. A few doses of PT couldnt hurt, in
addition to a few week nights spent “studying” in
Slavin. You’re sure to bump into old friends and make
a few new ones. However, don’t plan on getting too
“socially intimate” with anyone—that mono bug is still
crawling around in your system and you’ll have to
refrain from spreading the kissing disease until well
into May. Sorry, dude, maybe next New Year’s Eve
you won’t make out with a stranger at midnight.

Capricorn
You’ve always been a studious one, my friend, but now
it’s time for a break. I’m seeing bells in your future, as
in bell curves. Start treating yourself to some sleeping
in and last minute paper typing (i.e. learn how to ride
the curve by relying on the slackers who are dumber
than you).
Aquarius
Well, Aquarius, you started out with a rough month,
spending all of spring break cooped up in your New
England home while your friends island-hopped around
the Bahamas. But don’t fret, life is about the second
chances—after Venus and Pluto align on the 25th, you
come down with an awful cold that spreads rapidly
throughout your apartment. Unable to make it to class
or leave your room, you and your roommates have a
mini-spring break of your own. Seriously, getting
buzzed off Nyquil instead of pina colodas, and a high
temperature fever in place of a Paradise Island sunburn.
It’s just as good, right?

Pisces
Ah, Pisces, the fish.. .Unfortunately, you may be feeling
like a fish out of water, if you don’t follow this advice:
1. Continue to watch reality TV relentlessly so you
can interact with all of your shallow friends.
2. Stop borrowing your roommate’s acne cream, you
don’t have the same skin combination and it’s really
doing a number on your complexion.
3. That velour jumpsuit you sport four days a
week...it’s not growing old, it’s dead.
Oh, and Lucky numbers...well, you’re never really
lucky but I’ll say 9 and 17 to make you feel better.
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A touching The Premiere Portfolio Puzzle
or touchy Test your knowledge of PC people, places, and things
subject?
by

Katie Hughes ’06
Portfolio Staff

There’s a French proverb that says,
“Love is blind. That is why he always
proceeds by touch. ” This got me think
ing. For the record, I’m not condoning
groping by any means.
ESSAY Rather, I am a full advocate
for personal space. But I
don’t think we recognize the
importance of human physical contact.
A tap on the shoulder, a back scratch, a
gentle hug, a lean, or a nudge can alter
breathing, moods, and attitudes.
In an age where holistic treatments
are supplementing traditional medicine,
the power of touch can be proven monu
mentally helpful within such practices
as massage, acupressure, chiropractic
procedures, and acupuncture. These
treatments are successfill in creating less
invasive, and oftentimes less painful,
remedies.
Touch can also be a way to connect
with another person. The physical con
tact can lead to a different, more mental,
connection. When I’m watching a movie
or a play, I need to be sitting next to
someone who is okay with me nudging
them at a funny moment and jumping
towards them during a frightening scene.
I have to share my emotions through the
sense of touch. (And this freaks out some
people.)
When I talk to someone, I end up
touching him or her at a laugh line, or
giving them a playful nudge. I give hugs
and kisses to my friends as greetings.
These physical contacts allow me to con
nect with the person on a different plane
than if I just waved and said, “Hello.”
I was stressed out one day and I found
myself calling home. Stress can some
times be remedied by putting it in the
“Call Mommy” category. As the con
versation began I realized that by call
ing my mother, I opened up a can of
worms because it meant I would have to
talk for 20 minutes that I didn’t really
have. I love talking to my Mom but I
felt like saying, “I don’t need to chat for
20 minutes; I need a hug.” Of course,
I’ll listen to her tell me about the cat,
my grandmother’s victory in bridge, and
my Dad’s obsession with digital cable. I
wanted her to play with my hair, scratch
my back, rub my forehead, and say
NOTHING.
I think we often neglect the power of
human touch in the independent society
of today. Even AT&T changed their slo
gan from “Reach out and touch some
one” to “It’s all within your reach.”
(Stalkers everywhere cried for days.)
The newer slogan is less threatening
to a more independent and numb audi
ence. The former slogan focused the at
tention on the other person. Now it’s all
“within your reach.” The emphasis is on
the self. Although this is empowering,
it seems to neglect those around us.
A mother stroking her child’s hair
right before sleep comes to the little
one’s eyes, friends hugging after an ar
gument, or playing with a friend’s hair
as she tells you about a problem she’s
having—I firmly believe that these are
the ways to create a more peaceful and
much less stressful society.
I know there are some people who
just don’t like being touched. We’ve been
told since our days at preschool about
the difference between a “good touch”
and a “bad touch.”
As long as we consider these things,
and are sensitive to other people’s per
sonal space preferences, I think we can
let the hugging commence. So go ahead
and give those hugs. After all, everyone
should get seven hugs a day.
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by Jennifer Skala

’05

Portfolio Editor

I.
3.
5.
7.
9.
II.
13.
15.
17.
19.

*
ACROSS
A favorite theologian of the Dominicans; also, a dorm on campus.
One half of Ray’s friendly breakfast cafeteria staff.
The bane of many PC underclassmen’s existence.
A favorite late-night pizza spot:___________Crust.
Local watering hole known for $ 1 drafts at the beginning of the week.
“Your Mother’s” is a late-night________.
See photo below for clue.
Student Activities,____________ , Leadership.
Spot where you’ll find the field house, the spring concert, and the Fall Fling.
All-girls dorm that’s tricky to pronounce.

TRACY DONADIO ’0&The Cowl

13. Across: You can always find free
popcorn at this spot

DOWN
2. Local establishment know for long lines on
Wednesday and Saturday nights.
4. PC’s All-American basketball player.
6. Popular sandwich wrap at Slavin.
8. One of PC’s finest; also, a city in>
California.
10. PC’s system for class scheduling and
registration.
12. Style of housing found in buildings being
constructed on lower campus.
14. Annual outdoor cookout and concert
sponsored by BOP.
16. 91.3 FM
18. Bank branch found on campus.
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What do you think it would
take to get the Friars to
The Final Four?

“An entire team of Ryan Gomes.”
Tracy Jackman ’06 Laurie Thistle ’06

“A hotter cheerleading team.”
Mike Thomas ’04

“Tukka Kotti in the starting five.”
Dave Jose ’07 Brian Calnan ’07

“A bracket of four.”
Mike Sgarlata ’05 Shannon Mullahy ’06
Stephanie Dafonte ’06

Blossom and Six
“Reward them with a better
vacation destination than
Kansas City, Missouri.”

“Divine intervention.”
A Higher Power

Sports
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Kalena Petersen

Kelli Halcisak

Lacrosse
Junior — Mission Viejo, Calif.
Petersen guided the softball team to a 3-2 record last
week as the Friars placed second in the Delaware State
Classic. In the five games, Petersen batted .471 with
two home runs and four runs batted in. She was named
to the All Tournament Team for her performance.

Women’s Hockey
Senior — Grosse He, Mich.
Halcisak tallied the winning goal for PC on March 21
in a 3-0 victory over nationally ranked No. 8 UNH in
Boston to capture the Hockey East Championship.
Halcisak was named to the All Tournament Team and
honored as Tournament MVP for her play.

Scores

Schedules

Friday 3/19
Men’s Basketball vs. Pacific (Kansas City, Mo.)
Softball vs. Delaware St. (Delaware St. Classic)
Softball vs. Penn. (Delaware St. Classic)

Saturday 3/20
Women’s Hockey vs. Maine
Softball vs. Delaware (Delaware St. Classic)
Softball vs. Stony Brook (Delaware St. Classic)
Lacrosse vs. Marist
Tennis at Albany

Sunday 3/21
Women’s Hockey vs. UNH
Softball vs. Syracuse (Delaware St. Classic Final)
Tennis at Marist

L 66-58
W7-0
W9-0

W4-2
L2-1
W2-1
Postponed
Cancelled

W3-0
L4-0
Cancelled

Thursday 3/25
Softball at Quinnipiac

2 p.m.

Friday 3/26
Men’s and Women’s Track at Raleigh Relays

Ind. Results

Saturday 3/27
Men’s and Women’s Track at Raleigh Relays
Softball at Villanova
Lacrosse at Canisius
Tennis vs. Quinnipiac (at Binghamton)

Ind. Results
Noon
1 p.m.
2 p.m.

Sunday 3/28
Tennis at Binghamton
Softball at Rutgers

10 a.m.
Noon

Standings
USCHO.com Women’s Hockev Poll

Women’s 5,000 meter results from NCAA Champ.
/

Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Name

Kim Smith
Alicia Craig
Molly Huddle
Vicky Gill
Melissa Gulli
Kristin Price
Emily Kroshus
Jamie Kryzminski
Laura Turner
Renee Gunning

Year

Jr.
So.

So.
Sr.
Sr.
Sr.
Sr.
Jr.
Sr.
Jr.

School
Providence
Stanford
Notre Dame
Florida State
Texas A&M
N. Carolina St.
Princeton
Michigan St.
Brigham Young
N. Carolina St.

Time
15:14.18
15:45.08
15:58.42
16:00.62
16:02.72
16:06.05
16:08.17 '
. 16:09.45
16:13.80
16:23.08

Rank

Team

1
2
3
4
5

Minnesota (13)
Harvard (2)
St. Lawrence
Dartmouth
Wisconsin
Minnesota-Deluth
Mercyhurst
New Hampshire
Brown
PROVIDENCE

6
7
8
9

10

Record

Pts.

28-4-2
29-3rl
27-9-1
24-6-2
25-6-3
20-12-2
26-6-4
23-9-4
18-11-2

58
59
55
50
53
42
56
50
38

21-13-2

44
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Providence’s season iced in close loss to UNH
Friars season ends
in defeat in a
closely contested
three game series
against Wildcats in
playoffs
by

Kevin O’Brien ’07
Sports Staff

After over 182 minutes of hockey, all
that separated the Providence College
Men’s Hockey Team and New Hamp
shire in their Hockey East quarterfinal
series was one goal.
Unfortunately for PC,
MEN’S that one goal proved to be
HOCKEY the difference in the se
ries.
The Friars saw their season come to
a disappointing end last weekend, cour
tesy of a 2-1 series loss at New Hamp
shire in the Hockey East tournament.
The fifth-seeded Friars saw their season
end with a record of 16-14-7 after fall
ing by—quite literally—the narrowest of
margins.
“It was a good weekend,” said Friars
Head Coach Paul Pooley, who remained
upbeat. “The kids played well; they were
down a couple of times and fought back.
They really wanted it. It just came down
that they made the play [to win it] and
we didn’t.”
The Friars have had their ups and
downs throughout the course of the sea
son, but it was nonetheless a tough way
for things to end. They traveled up to
Durham, stood toe-to-toe with the 10thranked team in the nation for three
games—and ultimately came up short.
“I thought we played well,” freshman
left wing Bill McCreary observed. “It
was a hard-fought series. We gave them
all we had and came up just short.”
Game one saw the Wildcats seize the
series lead with a hard-fought 2-1 vic
tory. After falling behind through a first
period goal, Providence stormed back in

KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl

Senior defenseman Stephen Wood wrapped up his caree, netting his 11th
goal of the season in Providence’s 2-1 loss to the nationally ranked No. 10
University of New Hampshire Wildcats. The Friars dropped the best of
three first round series in the Hockey East playoffs two games to one.
the second period and tied the game at
one goal apiece courtesy of senior
defenseman Stephen Wood’s 11th tally
of the season. Unfortunately for the Fri
ars, New Hampshire recouped its lost
lead in the third period, and this time
Providence had no answer. PC sopho
more goaltender Bobby Goepfert fin
ished with 27 saves in a losing effort.
“For game one, both teams were on
edge about what to expect,” McCreary
observed. “Once the first goal came both
teams started to play a little looser.”
With the Wildcats looking to clinch
the series in game two, Providence
turned in a gutsy effort. Despite falling
behind on three separate occasions, the
Friars clawed their way back each time

through goals by freshman center Chase
Watson, junior center David Carpentier,
and sophomore left wing Torry Gajda.
With the game tied at the end of regu
lation, PC faced a do-or-die situation in
overtime—and astoundingly enough, it
was a pair of freshmen who came
through for the Friars.
McCreary found his linemate Colin
McDonald on a two-on-one opportunity,
and the freshman right wing slotted the
puck home to force a deciding game
three.
“It was do-or-die so we didn’t want
to go home early,” said McCreary. “We
overcame some adverse situations, in
cluding killing off a power play in over
time. The goal was actually our first lead

in the series.”
The rubber match, took place on Sat
urday, and it was a back-and-forth affair
fully worthy of the Hockey East play
offs. In contrast to the offensive shootout
the night before, the goaltenders for both
teams took control of game three.
Goepfert made several key saves
throughout the first two stanzas, and it
even appeared that the Friars had
grabbed the lead in the second period,
but Wood’s goal was disallowed for what
the referees deemed an obstruction-in
terference penalty on Gajda.
The game dragged on, and with the
score still tied at 0-0 with just less than
three minutes left in the game, it was ul
timately the Wildcats who grabbed the
win. Goepfert recorded 27 saves in the
loss.
It was certainly a tough way for things
to end, but Pooley remained optimistic.
“Home ice made a difference,” he ad
mitted, “but our kids really took the
crowd out of it for the most part, espe
cially in the third game.”
“It was a really hard-fought game,”
McCreary said of game three. “Both
goalies played really well. I think each
team hit three posts apiece so we both
had our chances. It was just one mis
take that cost us.”
“We had hoped to use face-offs to
generate some offense but it didn’t work
out as we had planned,” said Pooley.
“Still, our penalty kill did a good job;
both teams had chances at times on the
power play (although each team only
managed one apiece in the series). It’s a
tough loss to swallow, but UNH had
eight or nine seniors and our kids really
played hard.”
Speaking of his own seniors, Pooley
had nothing but praise to give.
“It was their last chance to play for
the program, and I’m proud of the way
our seniors played. They laid it all on
the line.”
“It was a good year,” Pooley said in
conclusion. “This group was fun to
coach: they responded at every situation
and really finished the year playing some
good hockey.”

Track: Friars race to historic weekend at NCAA’s
Kim Smith breaks
long standing NCAA
records in 3,000 and
5,000 meter events;
Sutton places eighth
by

Steve O’Keefe ’05

Assistant Sports Editor

The Providence College Men’s and
Women’s Indoor Track teams each com
pleted successful seasons on March 12
and 13 at the NCAA Indoor Track Chams pionships, held in
INDOOR Fayetteville, Arkansas.
TRACK :
The women placed
ninth, earning a total of
20 points. The ninth place finish marked
the second time in Friar history that PC
finished in the top ten at the NCAA In
door Championships. The only other top
ten finish came in 1994, when Provi
dence placed fourth.
No runner had a more successful trip
south than junior Kim Smith. Smith,
who had already broken three PC indoor
track records this season, turned in a stel
lar performance to set collegiate records
in the 3,000 meters and 5,000 meters.
“The whole team performance came
from Kim’s performances,” said Head
Coach Ray Treacy. “She alone got us
up to ninth place in the meet, but that is
the way the NCAA meet is scored, so
that worked well for us.”
On Friday, March 12, Smith finished
first in the 5,000 meters, crossing the line

more than 30 seconds ahead of her clos
est competition in a time of 15:14.18.
With her victory, Smith broke the old
record of 15:17.28 set in 1991.
Smith was back at it again the next
day, capturing first place in the 3,000
meters in 8:49.18. Smith’s time topped
the previous record of 8:53.54, which
was set by Patty Sue Plummer of
Stanford in 1983.
She came out the following night in
the 3,000 meters and everyone was
scared of her. She had the race won af
ter 200 meters,” said Treacy. “She had
a 25 meter lead after 200 meters and
everyone else was competing for second
place.' All she had to do at the end was
go chase the record, and she did it.”
“Kim had a fantastic meet, better than
I could have expected. I was just hop
ing for her to win two titles, but I cer
tainly did not expect her to break two
long standing records by two great ath
letes,” added Treacy. “Obviously they
were great records because they stood
for so long; the two athletes who held
the records were world class athletes, so
it just goes to show what level she is at.
But she broke the two of them within 24
hours and that was a fantastic achieve
ment for her. She was very dominant in
both races, winning the 5,000 [meters]
by about 30 seconds.”
Smith became just the fifth Friar to
win a NCAA individual title, and the first
since Marie McMahon accomplished the
feat in 1996. She joined Amy Rudolph
as the only Friars to win two NCAA
titles, and became the first Friar to win
two NCAA titles at the same meet.
As a reward for all of her accolades

Junior track star Kim Smith broke
two collegiate records at the NCAA
Indoor Track Championships on
March 12 and 13.
this season, Smith has been awarded
three All-American honors. She has also
been named Northeast Region Athlete of
the Year and Big East Most Outstanding
Track Performer. On March 22, Smith
was honored by the U.S. Track and Field
Coaches Association as Indoor Female
Athlete of the Year. She is the only PC

athlete to have won the award.
After her performance, Treacy is will
ing to include her in the pantheon with
PC’s greatest harriers of all time.
“She is one of the best ever [at Provi
dence] I would say in terms of what she
has done in such a short period of time,”
said Treacy. “On the women’s side, she
is certainly up there with Marie
[McMahon]and Amy [Rudolph] and
they would be considered the two best
we have ever had. With what Kim did
this weekend, even those two girls were
not able to achieve what she did, so she
is right up there at the very top.”
Sophomore Fiona Crombie turned in
a solid performance, placing seventh in
the preliminaries of the mile, with a time
of 4:45.26.
The men finished the weekend in 66th
place behind top 20 finishes from both
graduate student Adam Sutton and jun
ior Dylan Wykes. Sutton captured eighth
place in the 5,000 meters, finishing in
14:03.47. Wykes added a 15th place re
sult in the 3,000 meters with a time of
8:26.80.
“Adam had a very, very good run. He
made All-American coming off the fact
that he had just run his qualifying time
five days beforehand,” commented
Treacy. “He ran a very solid, smart race
and worked his way through the field and
got himself to All-American on the last
lap, really.”
After the successful and historic trip
to Arkansas, the Friars had last week
end off. Providence begins its outdoor
track season on March 26-27 when they
travel to Raleigh, N.C. to participate in
the Raleigh Relays.

Sports
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Lacrosse weathers storm and Hawks
PC beats Hartford
7-4; Ryan earns
MAAC honors
for his play
by Greg Hartwell

’07

Sports Staff

March 16 was a bleak, cold, snowy
Tuesday afternoon as the Providence
College Men’s Lacrosse team took the
field for its first home game of the season
against the University
LACROSSE of Hartford. PC was
able to come off of a
spring break 13-11
victory over Mount St. Mary’s College
and chalk up another win over the
Hawks, 7-4.
As the Friars entered the game,
anticipation ran high in hopes of
duplicating the Mount St. Mary’s victory.
“We came off a really big win against
Mount St. Mary’s in Maryland, who
were 30-5 overall in home games in the
league,” said Head Coach Chris Burdick.
“We wanted to come out and get another
win under our belt, and we got that
done.”
Despite the high hopes, PC moved
before the whistle was blown for the
opening face-off and therefore lost
possession on a false-start call. It seemed
as if Providence was going to have a little
trouble with the Hawks, but the Friars
quickly recovered possession of the ball
and allowed their offense to kick in.
During the first quarter of play, there
were very few advances by either team
as far as the score was concerned.
However, Providence made tremendous
gains in terms of its offensive play. PC
dominated the Hawks with constant
possession of the ball, but unfortunately
for the Friars all of their possession time
was unable to yield any goals.
“We executed our zone offense
correctly this game,” said Burdick. “We
did so probably 50 percent of the time
during the first quarter, and then later in
the game we were probably about 100
percent efficient in our offensive play. I
think that we just wore down their zone
a little bit.”
In lieu of exceptional offensive play
by the Friars, the Hawks capitalized on
an offensive possession with the game’s
first and the quarter’s only goal.
Sophomore midfielder Garett Kikot met
with an assisted pass from senior
midfielder Mike Gillis to dump in
Hartford’s first goal with 1:19 left in the

quarter.
With the start of the second quarter,
play grew tenser between the two teams.
It was not until 3:24 left in the second
period that another goal was scored, this
time by the fortuitous Friars. Freshman
attackman Brendan Ryan scored the first
goal of his collegiate career to provide
PC with its first home-game goal of the
season. On the play, an attempted pass
was deflected by a Hawk’s defender and
slipped by the Hartford goalie.
At the close of the half, the Friars
trailed by one goal, 2-1, as Hartford’s
Gillis found the back of the net with 22
seconds remaining.

We executed our zone offense
correctly this game...I think
we just wore down their zone
a little bit
Chris Burdick
As the weather worsened over the
duration of half-time, the number of fans
started to dwindle, and at the beginning
of the third quarter, so too it seemed did
PC’s chances of winning.
The Hawks came out with a
revitalized spirit which was able to
overpower Providence opposition. Two
quick goals by the Hawks boosted them
to a three point lead, but as the severity
of weather increased, so did the ferocity
of play from the Friars.
“At the beginning, I believe that the
snow hurt us because we have more
speed than Hartford does, and we
weren’t really able to utilize it,” said
Burdick. “However, by the end, it
seemed that we were more willing to
play in the weather than Hartford wa,s
and I think that is a reason why we won
the game.”
As the third quarter began to wind
down, the Friars made their offensive
push. Their come from behind victory
started with a quick-stick goal by junior
attackman Sean Kirwan with an assist
from junior midfielder Frank Bosco.
Shortly after Kirwan’s goal, senior
attackman Kevin Komobis netted two
goals. Both scores were assisted by
Ryan, who was driving up from the back
of the cage to hit the cutting Komobis.
With the score tied at the end of the
third period, the momentum of the game
shifted, and the Friars continued to
dominate the now lackadaisical Hawks.
After a failed pass attempt from the
Friars, freshman midfielder Mark
Bundra scooped up the rolling ball and

Apartments for Rent:
Several 3, 4, and 6 bed recently renovated apartments
available now or for June 2004. Houses on Oakland,
Pembroke, Pinehurst, and Tyndall. Many have new
baths, hardwoods, parking, laundry. Some available
with phone, cable, and high speed internet jacks in
every room. Call 952-0966 or 742-4000 for details.

2004-2005 Apartments for Rent
Pembroke Ave near PC. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd floors. 3 or
4 large bedrooms, new kitchen appliances, stove
refrigerator, dishwasher, new gas baseboard heat,
and gas hot water, new bathrooms. Secure area
with lighted parking. $1200 per month.
Call 274-7763.

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Junior attackman Dan Giuntini assisted on fellow junior Sean Kirwan’s goal
in Providence’s 7-4 victory over the Hartford Hawks on Tuesday, March 16
at Glay Field. The win was the Friars’ second consecutive as they improved
their record to 2-3 on the season.
hockey shot it on the ground past the
goalie to give PC the lead.
Closing out the games against the
hapless Hartford team were sophomore
midfielder Mark Seyer and Kirwan, who
each found the back of the net off of
assists from Ryan and junior attackman
Dan Giuntini, respectively.
“It was good to see that we could get
down 4-1 like we did and then come
back, and execute what we needed to to
get the win,” said Assistant Coach Kyle
Ojakian. “Ultimately it seemed like our
team wanted it more than they did and
that’s something that I look at, as a coach,
and am very happy with.”
Ryan earned Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference Rookie of the Week honors

Make Money Taking Online Surveys
Earn $10-$ 125 for Surveys
Earn $25-$250 for Focus Groups
Visit www.cash4students.com/ripc

for his play. He registered one goal and
three assists in PC’s win over Hartford,
giving him ten points this season
“I am privileged to be given this
honor, and I hope that I can keep playing
to the best of my ability and hopefully
we can extend our winning streak to
three,” said Ryan.
Junior defenseman John Pynchon
went down from what seemed to be an
arm injury. While there was no comment
on his status, the team hopes that he will
be well to play against Canisius.
PC improved their record to 2-3
overall and are 1-0 in the MAAC. Their
next scheduled game is Saturday, March
27, against Canisius College.

Missing Yearbook Camera:
A Sony Mavica Digital Camera
has gone missing from the
yearbook office. If anyone has
any information as to its
whereabouts please call
extension 2428.

BANQUET WAITSTAFFj Part-time
nights, weekends. Holidays a must.
Looking for dependable people with own
Want to be seen by over
transportation. Great job for students!
Apply in person, Monday or Wednesday
4,000 people each week?
9am-3pm (Cathy Brunette) Friday or
Saturday 7pm-8pm.
THIS SPACE COULD BE YOURS!

Evelyn’s Villa, 272 Cowesett Ave.
West Warwick, RI 02893
E-mail: www.evelynsvilla.com

Contact The Cowl at 401-865-2214
about advertising your busniess in
the classified section!
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Providence steals second on road trip to Delaware
by

Stephanie LaCharite ’06
Sports Staff

The Providence College Women’s
Softball team began its weekend at the
Delaware State Classic on a high note,
but finished the tournament in defeat.
“They were all very
good teams and a step
SOFTBALL up from our spring
break competition,”
said Head Coach Dana
Fulmer. “The games we won, we won
strongly and did a great job; in the ones
we lost, we didn’t lose badly, we were
in the game the whole time.”
The Friars started off their weekend
in Delaware on Friday, March 19 where
they played a double header against
Delaware State and Pennsylvania,
shutting out both teams 7-0 and 9-0
respectively.
Against Delaware State, junior Nicole
Bartholomew pitched a complete game
shutout in addition to striking out 12
batters. Providence began its scoring in
the bottom of the first inning when junior
Kalena Peterson led off with a home run.
Senior Cori Van Dusen hit two doubles,
while freshman Shannon Garvin,
classmate Rachel Bartholomew and
sophomore Michelle Willette also added
two hits apiece.
In the team’s second game of the day,
Van Dusen ended the game in six innings
only allowing two hits and managed to
strike nine batters out. PC continued to
have a strong hitting game, as the team
recorded 13 hits on the night.
The following morning PC suffered
its first loss of the tournament against
Delaware, falling 2-1, off of a two-run
homer in the second inning. Junior
Jaclyn Treveloni scored the solo run of
the contest for the Friars in the third
inning. Bartholomew pitched a strong
game in the losing effort, striking out 10
batters and only allowing three hits.
“We felt really confident going out,
but we had a rough time getting our bats
going,” said Bartholomew. “[Overall]
though our team is really optimistic
about our talent level this year.”
Despite their earlier loss, the Friars
managed to reclaim themselves in the

SICOURTESY
__
OF SPORTS INFO
Junior Nicole Bartholomew tossed a complete game shutout, striking out 12
hitters to lift Providence to a 7-0 victory over Delaware State. Bartholomew
allowed only two runs on three hits, while striking out 10 in a hard luck loss
to Delaware, 2-1.
nightcap game of their second double another game on Sunday in the finals,
header of the tournament. PC took home where they played Syracuse. Although
the 2-1 win against Stony Brook. Garvin the Friars were shutout 4-0 in the final
hit an RBI single to put the Friars on the game of the tournament, Providence still
board, and then hit a home-run in the managed to play a sound game.
third inning to solidify victory for Bartholomew pitched seven innings
Providence. Van Dusen struck out eight striking out seven batters and allowed
batters while Peterson extended her four runs on three hits. In addition,
hitting streak to 10 games with a double Petersen continued her hitting streak to
eleven games.
in the first inning.
“Our biggest difference between
“We know they’re a really good
coming out on top or coming out with a
loss is that we had runners on first and
second but we weren’t able to move the
runners,” said Fulmer. “The biggest
thing we’re working on is execution.”
Providence’s performance over the
weekend was enough to get the Friars

team,” said Bartholomew. “By playing
them we learned a ton about their team,
and we can definitely beat them this year
with our talent level. We had a rough
time at the plate so they didn’t learn too
much about us, and we didn’t show them
what we have.”
This first match up against Syracuse
does not count towards the team’s Big
East Conference record, only their
overall record since it was not a
scheduled Big East game, nor has the Big
East season started yet.
Despite the fact that PC didn’t take
home the title of the Delaware State
Classic, it finished second out of six
teams and had three players named to
the All-Tournament Team, with Van
Dusen, Garvin and Petersen earning
accolades.
“Obviously we were hoping to focus
on the process instead of the result and
play up to our potential every game,”
said Fulmer. “We feel if we do
everything right throughout the process
we’ll get the end result. We’re looking
for consistency, and everyday we need
to know what team is going to show up
to play.”
This past weekend ended the Friars
tournament schedule, and on March 25
the team will start its regular season
schedule with a doubleheader at
Quinnipiac. PC has already met up with
Quinnipiac over spring break in Florida
where the Friars were victorious in a 62 win. Coach Fulmer said the team is
confident about going into the game, but
they realize that no team on their
schedule is a definite win for the team;
and they have to bring their “A” game
to the field at all times.
“We have to just play our game,” said
Bartholomew. “We always play better as
a team if we have fun. So if we go out
there and have fun and communicate as
a team, we’ll win every time.”
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Providence:
Champs again
continued from back page
team’s performance.
“We played a perfect game on the
perfect stage. From our goaltender to
our team’s defense, we never got
flustered, even with a 0-0 tie. We never
wavered, and we never forced it. We just
ground it out until they made the
mistake, and we capitalized on that
mistake.”
“I think we definitely out-skated
them,” Payton commented. “You could
see after the first period that we were
ready to play our best hockey for the next
40 minutes. They were done. We played
better 4-on-5 than they did on their
power play because our penalty killers
were in such good shape. We did have a
lot more ice time than we were used to,
but we were ready for it.”
PC’s confidence level going into
Sunday’s match was boosted by an
impressive 4-2 win over the University
of Maine in the semifinals the day
before.
After Halcisak opened the scoring
late in the first period, Maine grabbed
two quick goals before the intermission.
Sophomore Katelynn Laffin evened the
score at 2-2 early in the second session,
snapping a wrist shot from the slot that
eluded the Black Bears’ goalie.
Freshman Sonny Watrous’ 16th goal
of the season broke the deadlock midway
through the third, as she finished off a
textbook 2-on-1 rush with Zimmerman’s
assistance. At 17:11, with Maine looking
threatening on the power play, Karen
Thatcher stripped the defender of the
puck, broke in alone on goal, and
rounded out the score at 4-2 with a
shorthanded tally.
“Saturday was a great game,” said
Coach Deraney. “[It] positioned us
perfectly for [Sunday] because it was not
an easy game by any stretch of the
imagination. We didn’t force it. We
never panicked no matter what the
situation was. Because of that, we finally
grew up as a team and played a
championship style of hockey.”
The team’s third straight
championship was marked by various
outstanding individual performances.
Halcisak, Bugden, and Watrous were
named Hockey East Player, Defensive
Player, and Rookie of the Week,
respectively.
These three Friars also joined
Thatcher on the All-Tournament Team,
as Providence earned four of the six
possible spots. And for the second
consecutive year, Halcisak’s cont
ributions won her recognition as
Tournament MVP.
Senior Meredith Roth acknowledged
an impressive turn-around in the team’s
collective and individual display since
October.
“The way we finished off the season
shows how we pulled together and
overcame a lot of adversity. We really
showed a lot of character winning those
two games.”
“Going into this weekend, I knew that
I hadn’t been playing my best hockey
the whole year,” agreed Thatcher. “I
really wanted to step it up this weekend,
and I felt I left it all on the ice. To be
recognized in that way was definitely an
honor considering the caliber of the
players out there.”
The weekend’s results round out PC’s
season with a 21-13-4 overall record.
With Sunday’s victory in the books,
Deraney is already setting his sights on
future glory for Providence.
“Winning three tournament
championships in a row is a tremendous
accomplishment,” he said. “[But] you
know what my favorite championship is?
The next one. We’re already starting to
plan for next year. Yesterday’s [Hockey
East title] is in the mirror - we’re looking
forward to number four.”
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Friars: Season sunk in first round loss to Pacific
continued from back page
Villanova, and there were concerns that
the team needed another scorer to step
up. The concerns loomed large, as
Providence needed to address them in
one week before heading into their game
with University of the Pacific.
Instead of bouncing back with a solid
performance as they had after previous
losing streaks, the Friars totally fell apart.
All the problems that plagued the Friars
in the last three games just happened to
become evident in the game against the
Tigers.
While Providence did play hard, they
did not play well or consistently. The
Friars’ offense was a dismal display.
Providence shot only 37% from the field,
but it was their shot selection that was
baffling. The Friars settled for jump
shots and stopped taking the ball to the
hoop. In the second half, PC hit only
one 3-pointer in 13 attempts (7%).
“We probably took too many 3pointers, but I’ll have to look at the tape
to tell for sure,” said Welsh. “I think a
lot of them were wide open looks, and
that’s our game. If we get an open look
at a three, we’ll take it.”
All year Providence was successful
when getting a balanced scoring attack.
This didn’t happen though during the
losing streak, especially against Pacific.
The Friars had only one player in double
figures, junior Ryan Gomes. Gomes was
the player of the game with 25 points
and 13 rebounds, but didn’t have any
help from his teammates. Kabba scored
only six points, sophomore Donnie
McGrath totaled just three and junior
Rob Sanders had eight. The two guards
shot 3 for 17. Without these players
stepping up, it was virtually impossible
to win.
It certainly was evident that the team
had lost confidence in each other just a
bit. During the team’s winning streak,
the Friars constantly made the extra pass
to get the easier shot. This was not the
case in the last four games.
“Our kids enjoyed each other and the
chemistry was good,” Welsh told the
Providence Journal. “On the surface
you could say that, but when you miss
shots you usually made before, what is
that? A slump? Playing tight? Maybe.
But it’s not chemistry. Each guy’s game
seemed to go down at the wrong time.”
The defense against the Tigers
summed up the way things had been
going for Providence. The zone which
had been PC’s staple of success all
season was ineffective, and Pacific was

Above: On March 19 the Friars season ended on a bitter note with
a 66-58 loss to Pacific in the NCAA Tournament at Kemper Arena
in Kansas City, Mo.

Left: Senior guard Sheiku Kabba scored six points in the first
round loss. Kabba and fellow seniors Marcus Douthit and Chris
Anrin finished their Friar careers with a 20-9 season.
PETETAVIS '05/The Cowl

able to shred it with a hot start. In the
first eight minutes of the game, the Tigers
hit 4 of 6 three pointers. Welsh was
forced to change defenses from his 2-3
zone to a man to man, something that he
has had to do often recently.
Against the man—to—man defense
Tigers guard Miah Davis took over the
game. Davis used his quickness to blow
by the slower McGrath for 19 points and
four assists. Davis hit two big free
throws and a clutch three point shot
down the stretch.
First, he beat McGrath off the dribble,
driving to his right and forcing Kabba
to help. Kabba fouled Davis, who hit
the subsequent free throws. Then when
McGrath backed up an extra step to
negate Davis’ speed, Davis pulled up to
hit a back-breaking three pointer with the
shot clock running down that effectively
ended PC’s season. Pacific shot 48
percent for the game, getting many
baskets in transition and scoring on the
low post.
This was a trend that the Friars had
experienced in the last four games and
that can be traced to the play of senior

Marcus Douthit. As the anchor of the
zone, it was essential that Douthit play
well defensively.
However, his numbers dating back to
the Pittsburgh game seemed like they
were from his freshman and sophomore
year, not what he had been producing
through much of this season. During the
four game losing streak, Douthit
averaged 3.5 defensive rebounds, .75
blocks and 1.25 steals. In contrast,
during the four biggest wins of the year
for the Friars (UConn, Illinois, Syracuse
and Alabama), Douthit averaged 5.25
defensive rebounds, four blocks and two
steals.
In the Pacific game, Douthit
commited as many fouls as he
contributed points (four). Due to his foul
trouble, Douthit only logged 20 minutes
in his Friar swan song. He registered
almost as many turnovers (six) as
rebounds (seven).
Douthit also
commited a technical, just as he did in
2001, the last time Providence reached
the NCAA Tournament. Finally, Douthit
was overpowered for long stretches by
Pacific’s Guillaume Yango. Yango outmuscled Douthit to score 18 points.
“At the start of the game (against

Pacific), my mind frame was to play as
physical as possible,” Douthit said. “But
every time I tried to play physical, the
ref told me, ‘Keep your hands off him.’
“I’m not used to playing like that,” he
said. “I’m from the Big East, and
everything goes in the Big East. I tried
to adjust to how the ref was calling the
game, but it was tough for me.”
Now the season is over and it
certainly was a season filled with ups,
downs and questions. The only question
left to ask though is, how will this season
be remembered? Will it be remembered
for beating Connecticut on the road,
rattling off six straight wins twice and
winning 11 of 13 games? Or will it be
remembered for losing four straight
games to close out the season, losing the
first games in the Big East and NCAA
tournaments and spending the next
couple of months waiting to hear
whether or not Gomes will enter the
NBA draft?
“Our main objective was to get to the
NCAA tournament, but it would have
been great to go farther,” said Gomes.
“We want to win some games while we
are here but tonight it just came to an
end.”

PACIFIC 66 . PROVIDENCE 58
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GOMES
SANDERS
DOUTHIT
MCGRATH
KABBA
ANRIN
BREWINGTON
KOTTI
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33
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14
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A

PTS.

11/22
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2/2
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0
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3
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0
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3
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History three-peats itself for Lady Friars
by

Pat Brown ’05
Sports Staff

Auric Goldfinger, the
festively plump yet ruthlessly
ambitious villain from the
James Bond film titled in his
honor, frequently
MEN'S reminded his
HOCKEY colleagues that
“Once is acci
dent; twice is coincidence;
thrice is enemy action.”
This past Sunday, the words
of 007’s notorious nemesis ech
oed throughout Northeastern
University’s Matthews Arena as
the UNH Wildcats were forced
to watch their*long-standing
enemies from Providence
College claim its third piece of
championship silverware in as
many years.
The Friars’ thrilling 3-0
victory over No. 8 ranked New
Hampshire in the final round of
the 2004 Women’s Hockey East
Tournament is the most recent
link in the squad’s chain of
back—to—back—to—back
championships. In 2002,
Providence captured the ECAC
Eastern Title and one year later,
narrowly defeated UNH by a
score of 1-0 to win the inaugural
Women’s
Hockey
East
Tournament.
With last season’s result still
fresh in the Wildcats’ memory
and with PC attempting to
avenge the loss of this year’s
league title to UNH, the hype
surrounding this weekend’s
contest was certainly warranted.
It would be anyone’s game on
the day and only a Herculean
effort would assure victory for
either side.
Rock solid defense from
both teams dictated the flow of
the opening sessions of
regulation. Throughout the first
40 minutes of the game,
Providence repeatedly neut
ralized UNH’s league-leading
offense only to have its own 2-

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Senior Kelli Halcisak finished her Friar career in style, scoring the decisive goal in the PC’s
third consecutive conference tournament title against UNH. Halcisak was named to the All
Tournament Team and earned Tournament MVP honors for her performance.
on-1 rushes shutdown by
Wildcat goalie Melissa
Bourdon.
At the other end, sophomore
netminder Jana Bugden

matched her opponent save for
save, turning away 20 shots
during the first two periods.
With only 20 minutes left to
play, it was obvious that

something exceptionally heroic
would be needed to break the
deadlock.
After the opening face off in
the third, it quickly became

clear that Providence’s grueling
style of play was taking its toll
on their weary opponents. The
Wildcats found themselves
unable to soak up PC’s pressure
without icing the puck and
looked as ready to collapse as a
Leaning Tower of Pisa built out
of Jenga blocks.
Near misses from junior
Ashley Payton and sophomore
Karen Thatcher off 2-on-l’s
midway through the period
indicated that the Friars’
volcano of offense was on the
verge of eruption. And indeed,
at 11:17, the ripples in PC’s
attack turned into an all-out tidal
wave of domination.
Senior Kelli Halcisak
opened the scoring after setting
up fellow senior Darlene
Stephenson in the slot. With
UNH’s goalie unable to control
the rebound, an off-balanced
Halcisak jammed home what
proved to be the game-winning
goal, sending the Friars’ fans
and bench into a frenzy.
With no intention of sitting
idly on their 1-0 lead,
Providence zealously sought to
double the deficit. Their
impressive display paid off
minutes later as sophomore
Karen Thatcher exploded from
her own blue line to collect a
long clearance from junior Rush
Zimmerman. Thatcher coolly
deposited her breakaway
backhander into the back of the
net, putting the result out of
Wildcat reach.
With 40 seconds remaining,
Zimmerman added an insurance
empty-net goal and sealed the
score at 3-0. When the final
buzzer sounded, there could be
no doubting who had earned the
right to be called champions.
Head Coach Bob Deraney
had nothing but praise for his
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Gomes gone wild PC ’ s one and done
by

Steve O’Keefe ’05

Providence’s once
promising season
ends with subpar
effort in 66-58
defeat to Pacific
in the NCAA’s

Assistant Sports Editor

On Tuesday, March 23, Providence
College junior forward Ryan Gomes was
named a First Team All-American by the
Associated Press. Along with Gomes,
Saint Joseph’s Jameer Nelson,
Connecticut’s Emeka Okafor, Missis
sippi State’s Lawrence Roberts and
Stanford’s Josh Childress were also
named members of the First Team.
Gomes is just the fourth Friar to earn
First Team honors and the first in the last
30 years. He joins past legends Jimmy
Walker (1967), Ernie DiGregorio (1973)
and Marvin Barnes (1974) as the only
Friars to reach AP First Team All
America status.
The AP All-America honor marks the
seventh All-American squad Gomes was
named to. Previously, Gomes has been
honored as a First Team All-American
by ESPN.com, CBS SportsLine.com,
United States Basketball Writers
Association and Sporting News. Gomes
also was honored as a NABC Second
Team All-American, and CollegeInsider.com All-American.
Gomes led the Friars to a 20-9 record,
including a school record 11 Big East
wins and third place finish in conference,

by

Ryan Durkay ’05
Sports Staff

averaging a team-high 18.9 points per
game and 9.5 rebounds per game.
Gomes posted double-doubles in 13
games, scored 20 points or more in 14
games and snagged 10 or more rebounds
in 15 contests. Gomes posted a seasonhigh 28 points against Texas on January
5 and Seton Hall on February 1.
Through three seasons at Providence,
Gomes has totaled 1,468 points, which
ranks him 11th all-time at PC.

The Providence College Men’s
Basketball season is now over, maybe a
little prematurely. When the horn
sounded Friday night at Kemper Arena
in Kansas City, following the Friars 6658 loss to Pacific in the first round of
the NCAA tournament, Head Coach Tim
Welsh found himself in a familiar place,
losing a post-season basketball game.
Since Welsh has been at the helm of the
Providence program, he has won only
three post-season games, one in the Big
East tournament and two in the NIT. All
three of those post-season wins came last
year, and were supposed to be a catapult
to this season.

“When you go on a run, the bar gets
raised,” said Welsh. “You expect a
certain level of continuity from your
team, but we didn’t get it for whatever
reason. When you have a losing streak
at the end of the year like that, there will
be negatives. But to point fingers? What
good does that do?”
Let’s hit the way back button back to
three weeks ago, when the Friars were
heading into their match-up with the
Pittsburgh Panthers. There was a buzz
surrounding this Friar team: it was on
course to be perhaps the best season ever
for Providence College basketball.
Instead, the Pittsburgh game was the
Friars’ worst loss of the year. It was at
this point that the questions started to
arise about the Providence defense. The
Friars followed that game with a loss to
Boston College, something that was
certainly unexpected. Soon after, the
question of the team’s shooting touch
was questioned. Then came the shocker,
a loss in the first round of the Big East
tournament to Villanova.
Senior Sheiku Kabba was the only
Friar to score in double figures against
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